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New Staffer Named to New Post

Overseeing Engagement, Religious School

Cantor Hinda Labovitz has been named r WEEKLY RELIGIOUS

SERVICES
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director of community engagement at Tikvat
Israel, effective July 1.

Her role will include shlichat tzibbur respon-
sibilities for the High Holidays, major Jewish
festivals and select Shabbator throughout the
year.

Her extensive role also includes responsi-
bilities for growing Netivot, the youth education
program at TI. The role originally was envisioned
as two part-time posts at the start of the formal

search process. Cantor Hinda Labovitz

Cantor Labovitzs appointment in mid-May culminated a search process that started

last fall, a few months after the retirement of Cantor Rochelle Helzner. Lis Schwartz Sunday  9:00 a.m. 7:30 p.m.
and Deb Amchin served as chairs of the Visioning Committee and Search Committee, All services are both online and
respectively, whose work with fellow members guided the congregation through the in person.

pl'OCeSS.

She served simultaneously as cantor of Ohr Kodesh Congregation since 2014 and as
the religious school principal during the first eight years. A contralto, she has served as a CANDLE LIGHTING &
member of the Executive Council of the Cantors Assembly (2017-2020) and is serving
as co-chair of the organization’s 2027 national convention in Alexandria, Va. HAVDALAH TIMES
Shabbat Date  Candle Havdalah

Read a full interview with Cantor Labovitz on pages 4-5. Lighting
713-4 8:20 p.m. 9:20 p.m.
Inside This Issue ... 7/10-11 818 p.m. 9:18 p.m.
> State of our affairs. If you missed the congregational meeting on June 28, 7/17-18 8:14 p.m. 9:14 p.m.
you can get a recap of the significant details about synagogue finances and other 7124-25 8:09 p.m. 9:09 p.m.
key issues on page 3.

: 7/31-8/1 8:02 p.m. 9:02 p.m.
» Concert review. A photo collage of the shul’ Six13 concerts in May is contained

on page 9.

> Our newcomer’s inside story. The Bulletin’s editor conducted an interview 8/7-8 7:55 p.m. 8:54 p.m.
with Cantor Hinda Labovitz that addresses facets of her professional and personal

lives. Find it on pages 4-5. 8/14-15 7:46 p.m. 8:45 p.m.

» Making us proud. A product of our synagogue, Micah Cowan, received his 8/21-22 7:37 p.m.  8:36 p.m.
ordination this spring and a job offer as a rabbi. Read his story on page 10. 8/28-29 7:26 pm. 8:25 p.m.

> Hail to our hearty volunteers. In his Executive Perspective column, Aaron
Chusid shares his views on “The Congregation We're Becoming.” See page 11.
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High Holidays Planning in
Motion for 5787/2026

BY ALAN APTER, CHAIR, HIGH HOLIDAYS COMMITTEE

Your High Holidays committee has been hard at work since May preparing for the
High Holidays. A lot of planning, discussion and decision-making goes into getting ready.

Information packets will be mailed to congregants either at the end of July or early August
including a complete overview of religious service schedules, the Book of Remembrance,
home hospitality and special programs. Remember that mailings are for members who are
in good standing.

Please consider helping with the High Holidays this year. We have all types of opportu-
nities. Step up to do your part to help our community.

* Help with the chair inspection and repairs. Contact Sam Gilston.
* Be a greeter at the door for an hour. Contact Bobbie Espinoza.

* Help usher during the services for an hour. Contact Keith Brooks.
* Teach/facilitate a side trip. Contact Danny Bachman.

* Compile and mail packages with the office staff. Contact Susan Davis.

Keep in mind: You need to complete your family's registration, request any guest tick-
ets, sign up for youth services, babysitting, other programs, and identify special needs by
Friday, Sept. 4. This deadline enables office staff to mail tickets or arrange for will-call.
Online completion is preferred as it improves the office’s efficiency in completing orders
accurately.

The High Holidays start on the evening of Sept. 11.

A few final reminders:
e No tickets will be available at the door.

* Tickets must be shown to greeters to gain entry to the building.

* Ifyou have a service honor, arrive at least 20 minutes prior to your honor time and
let the Gabbai Gadol know you are there. Otherwise, the honor may be reassigned.

* Keep your voices lowered in the lobby or talk outside the building, so as not to
disturb the service in the social hall.

* If you need assistance during the services, ushers will be able to help you.

*  Yizgkor will be held during the morning service on Yom Kippur.

Ongoing Volunteerism at Shepherd s Table

Tikvat Israel volunteers serve
dinner at Shepherd's Table in
downtown Silver Spring on the
fifth Mondays of the month, and
additional volunteers are wel-
come. Jobs include serving food,
checking in and counting clients
and washing dishes.

The work commences at 5 p.m.
and finishes by 7:30 p.m. The
remaining dates in 2026 are Aug.
31 and Nov. 30.

) . Tl contingent of volunteers at Shepherd’s Table recently included
To sign up, visit Aups//bit. (from left) Stuart Turkewitz, Karen Gordon, Ziva Schuchman,

lyldeta2Gq. Contact coordinator Stu

) - : Larrry Gorban, Anna Levy, Bruce Goldin and Ellen Eisner.
Turkewitz at sjrurkewitz@yahoo.com.
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Congregants Adopt $2.6M Budget with
Fiscal Challenges on Horizon

BY JAY P. GOLDMAN, TIKVAT ISRAEL BULLETIN EDITOR

Congregants gave their unanimous approval to a $2.6 million
spending plan for the next 12 months that's accompanied by a
major increase in voluntary membership pledges, at Tikvat Israel’s
congregational meeting on June 28.

The operating budget, adopted by show of hands of 50 con-
gregants in the social hall and another 16 participating online,
reflects a nearly $300,000 increase over the previous year.

The major contributors to the FY "27 budget’s growing size
were the addition of a professional staff member, who will double
as community engagement director and shlichat tzibbur during
religious services, and hikes in spending on building security and
facility maintenance, owing mostly to inflationary cost pressures.

Treasurer Barry Lipsy told congregants that the success of the
balanced plan would depend on the willingness of members to
contribute an average 12 percent more this year in their individual
voluntary dues pledges. That translates into commitments of
$3,600 per person for the fiscal year that begins July 1. During
2025-26, the suggested voluntary per-person amount was $3,200.

Treasurer Barry Lipsy provided an overview of the synagogue’s anticipated
expenses and revenues for the coming year. (Photo by Felicia R. Black)

Co-presidents Sally Kram (left) and Beth Smith led the two-hour congrega-
tional meeting on June 28. (Photo by Felicia R. Black)

The revenue side of the ledger also is counting on one or
more fund-raising events that amount to $130,000, a 38 percent
increase over what the governing board budgeted in 2025-26.

Lipsy delivered a mostly upbeat status report on the past
year’s synagogue finances, which he attributed to the fund-raising
prowess of the Six13 concerts in late May and the resilience of
the Broadman-Kaplan Early Childhood Center. The latter lost
10 pupils during the year owing to the massive downsizing of
the federal workforce, but made up for the enrollment decline
through belt-tightening and recruitment of a few new enrollees.

Even so, he warned congregants about several important needs
not covered in the newly adopted budget that could cause consid-
erable stress in the months ahead or in the next year or two:

* The likelihood of a complete roof replacement, expected to

cost no less than $750,000;

* The sharp reduction of budgeted money for smaller capital
projects, such as the expected replacement of HVAC units,
to $8,000;

* The need to replenish TT’s inventory of local cemetery plots
for congregants’ purchase at discounted prices; and

* The uncertainty of grants being received from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency for reimbursement of
completed security projects that required the synagogue’s
cash outlay.

Top Expenses and Revenues at Tl

EXPENSES (and change from FY '26)

REVENUE (and change from FY '26)

Early Childhood Center $1 million (2% increase) Early Childhood Center $1.3 million (9% increase)
Administration $628K  (40% increase) Member Pledges $758K  (12% increase)
Buildings and Grounds $439K  (19% increase) Fund-raising $130K  (38% increase)
Religious and Clergy $249K (9% decrease) Contributions $125K  (11% decrease)
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Hinda Labovitz on Her Expansive Post, Job Expectations,

Her Family and Personal Grief Recovery

When Cantor Hinda Eisen Labovitz joined Ohr Kodesh Congregation in Chevy Chase 12 years ago, she did so, she told Washingron
Jewish Week, with a desire to combine her three loves: education, Judaism and music.

She’s now bringing those personal and professional goals to Tikvat Israel as our congregation’s newly appointed director of

community engagement.

To introduce her to our synagogue community, Jay . Goldman, editor of the 7ikvat Israel Bulletin. interviewed Cantor Labovitz in
early June on an array of subjects. Her responses have been edited for clarity and length.

Why were you interested in pursuing this position?
And what did you know about Tikvat Israel prior to
becoming an applicant?

Labovitz: As a local cantor, I've known about Tikvat Israel
for a long time. I've been grateful over the years to get to know
Cantor Helzner as a colleague and supportive friend. Our paths
crossed through the cantorate and through her family’s longtime
connection to Ohr Kodesh. And I have been an admirer of Cantor
Helzner for years — her calm pastoral presence, musical creativity
and mellifluous soprano voice.

I've also known several Tikvat Israel alumni — people who,
as adults, have stayed committed to their Judaism and remember
their upbringing at TI with fondness, and who cite it among their
reasons for their strong Jewish identities. This is the kind of com-
munity that I want for my children, both my own and the ones I
am trusted to teach.

In your departure statement at Ohr Kodesh, you indi-
cated you've “circled around” Rabbi Israel professionally
over the years, but | gather you’ve not worked together
on anything.

Labovitz: Rabbi Israel was my predecessor at Ohr Kodesh, where
I ran the Alvin Browdy Religious School for eight years after Rabbi
Israel had done so. I have gotten to know Rabbi Israel through various
events and opportunities for clergy in the community and through
mutual relationships with members of Ohr Kodesh.

Rabbi Israel’s reputation as a mensch certainly precedes him above
all else, and I am thrilled we will get to be professional colleagues.

The work roles you're assuming at TI, originally envi-
sioned as two part-time posts, are quite expansive when
combined. How do you size up the challenge involved?

Labovitz: As I discussed these joint roles with Tikvat Israel co-
presidents Sally Kram and Beth Smith, as well as with Executive
Director Aaron Chusid and Rabbi Israel, I was grateful they have
a clear sense of what the core responsibilities of this position are
and where the boundaries are. As director of community engage-
ment, I am responsible for running Netivor and collaborating
with TTs already-excellent staff team to create opportunities for
the congregation to learn and connect. I am especially aware of
the desire to create opportunities for intergenerational interac-
tion. We'll get there together!

As shlichat tzibbur, 1 will lead services on High Holy Days,
festivals and 10 or so Shabbatot this year. I am excited to lead the
congregation in services with Rabbi Israel and equally enthused,
when not on the bimah, to ignite and lead some high-quality
programming that brings our kids and their parents to shu/ on
Shabbat as well. | welcome everyone’s ideas and, of course, let me
know your favorite tunes.
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How do you expect to be able to learn about the needs
and interests of a new congregation?

Labovitz: Well, the congregation has been around for longer
than I have, so really the question is, “How will I, as a new recruit,
learn about the needs of this congregation,” right?

For the first several months, 'm going to be on a “listening
tour.” I invite folks for meetings strategically to get a sense of
where we are and what our strongest collective desires are before
setting a course for where were going and how to get there.

A major challenge you faced at Ohr Kodesh was grow-
ing the synagogue’s religious school, where enroliment
subsequently increased about fourfold. That's been
a major issue at Tl for a while now. What key lessons
learned from the past 12 years will you bring to that
significant need here?

Labovitz: I ran the religious school for the first eight years
I was at Ohr Kodesh, and when I started, the program was 24
students and is now nearly 100. I learned a lot running the school
— too much to share here. So instead, here are three of my favor-
ite “proverbs” that encompass highlights of what I learned:

* Roots grow faster than branches.

*  God gave us two ears and one mouth so we can listen twice
as much as we speak.

* Inertia isn’t a good enough reason to keep doing something.

Continued on next page

Shown during a group visit to the sanctuary in mid-May are (from left) Sally
Kram, Rabbi Marc Israel, Cantor Hinda Labovitz, Aaron Chusid and Beth
Smith. (Photo by Rob Amchin)
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LABOVITZ, continued from page 4

| bl e 4 =T r
Cantor Hinda Labovitz shown signing her contract in May to work for Tikvat

Israel. (Photo by Rob Amchin)

Tell us about your family, including your three pre-
adolescents. Do you anticipate your family will be active
members? Are they appreciative that your career move
enables them to not move to another part of the country,
only another part of the county?

Labovitz: Bob and I met at Boston University Hillel when I
was a freshman and found our way to each other as partners later
on. We've been married since 2014. Bob is a social studies and
science teacher for middle school students at a Catholic school in
Prince George’s County.

We've had four children. Judah and Devorah are our 10-year-
old twins, and Na'amah (Nami) will be 5 this summer and starting
kindergarten in the fall. Ronen, 2"/, would have been 7 this com-
ing August but died in infancy of complications of a congenital
diaphragmatic hernia. His yahrzeit is erev Rosh Hashanah.

Judah, Devorah and Nami are excited to be moving to
Rockville to join the Tikvat Israel community — and yes, happy
this means they can stay in touch with their local friends and even
stay in their public schools. We'll be moving near to Tikvat Israel
in the coming months and plan to make this shu/ our family’s
spiritual home.

Judah and Devorah are also excited to be “founding 5% grad-
ers” of Netivot, and we can’t wait to celebrate their upcoming bnai
mitzvah with the congregation.

You're launching a new side business involving the repair
of Jewish ritual documents through Spiritual Art work-
shops. What exactly does the business involve? Will there
be a physical presence at TI?

Labovitz: I'm grateful S72”M Studio will have a home at T1. I
am a Soferet STa”M, which means I write and repair Jewish sacred
texts: Sifrei Torab, Iefillin, Mezuzot, Megillor. I've also been a
graphic artist for a long time and dabble in digital graphic design,
watercolor and collage poetry.

Although art has always been an avocational love, it also has
been an indelible part of my grief recovery journey, and I'll be
bringing opportunities for spiritual and healing art practices to
my studio, as well as the higher-skilled Safruz repair work. It'll
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be meaningful to have opportunities to use this skill set with our
congregation as well.

What might you like TI members to know about the
advocacy/support group Ronen’s Torah that you started
as a way to deal with personal tragedy?

Labovitz: When our son Ronen died in 2019, I committed
myself to a one-year Siyyum Tanakh, during which I would read
the entire Hebrew Bible in one year, met along the way by chevru-
tot (study partners) from among the local community and friends
around the world. I was grateful Rabbi Israel participated in this
study with me as well.

I started Ronen’s Torah as a blog to chronicle that learning,
but during my learning and recovery process I became aware of so
many people who had felt unsupported by our tradition, which is
oddly lacking in writing and ritual around infant and child loss.
Since Ronen’s death, I have been honored to be the first phone call
for so many of my colleagues who have sought advice or support
when a young child dies in their congregation and I've personally
supported several members of the community during these most
difficult losses.

While Ronen did not get to live a full life, his existence has
continued to make meaning in the world as I study, teach and
support in his memory. I hope that members who have [similar]
stories will feel welcome to share them with me.

What excites you most about getting started? And is
there anything you'd like our members to know about
you?

Labovitz: When I walked into the lobby of Tikvat Israel, I
instantly felt the joy of the congregation, its attachment to its resi-
dent artists and its music. This is familiar to me. The congregation
where I grew up also had several active artists whose work adorns
the building, and all at once it feels joyful and heimish, like home.

I’'m excited to get to know the congregation and to work with
what I know already is an amazing group of colleagues and lay lead-
ers. I can’t wait to get started, to hear about the hopes and desires of
members of the congregation and to orient myself by those ideas.

I’'m so honored to have been chosen to take up the mantle of lead-
ership in Netivor and to serve as your professional shlichat tzibbur.

—
_‘—--__\_\_ 1

Cantor Hinda Labovitz succeeded Rabbi Marc Israel as director of the religious
school at Ohr Kodesh in Chevy Chase in 2014. (Photo by Rob Amchin)
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PRESIDENTS’ CORNER
Change on the Horizon

BY SALLY KRAM AND BETH SMITH, TIKVAT ISRAEL CO-PRESIDENTS

According to Harriet Goldhor Lerner,
an international expert on the topic of
women’s psychology, “What will never
change is the will to change and the
fear of change.” We at Tikvat Israel are
embarking on a major change with the
introduction of our newest staff member,
Cantor Hinda Labovitz.

As our new director of community
engagement, Cantor Labovitz will be filling
three roles: shlichar tzibbur, Netivor director
and director of community engagement.

In her most public role, we will hear her
chanting on the bimah during the High
Holidays and other chagim. More behind
the scenes, she will help us grow our
Religious School (Netivot) and strengthen
our youth programming with the addition
of regular junior congregation sessions for
our elementary-age children. And in her
most one-on-one role, she will work with
us individually and in small groups to
strengthen our programming to increase
overall community engagement.

Beth Smith

We are always changing. Change under
the Smith-Kram co-presidency was sparked by the congregation’s
adoption of our strategic plan in June 2022. Among the changes
we've adopted under that plan:

* A revised dues structure. In 2024, we set aside our
traditional dues structure and embraced the voluntary
commitment model. By asking people to pay what they
could afford starting at $180 per family, we attracted more
young families. We also generated increased financial sup-
port from our existing members.

* A new vice president of religious affairs. Earlier this year, the
congregation approved new bylaws creating the position to
better plan and coordinate our religious holiday activities
and services. Jason Schwartz will become the first person to
hold the position on July 1.

* The creation of a new position to further integrate TT activi-
ties with its religious practices. As noted, Cantor Labovitz
has been hired as the director of community engagement.
She is a particularly exciting addition to our staff, coming
to us with a wonderful track record as an educator and a
religious leader. She grew Ohr Kodesh’s Religious School
significantly during her tenure there, so we are hopeful she
will be able to do the same for us.

Although a fully trained cantor and a member of the
Cantors Assembly, she has not been hired as a cantor. We
all know that our small shu/ cannot afford a cantor at this
time. But who knows what the future may bring? As our
shlichat tzibbur, Cantor Labovitz's lovely voice will lead
some of our services, deepening our religious experiences.

* Better record keeping. No less important, but perhaps less
flashy, we've changed the way we document everything we
do by posting agendas, reports and meeting minutes on our
shared document platform, Basecamp. As the people hold-
ing leadership roles at TT change, new leaders will always be
able to see how we have done things in the past by consult-
ing the records base we are establishing in Basecamp.

*  More systematic planning. We've changed the way we plan
events and programming by using mandatory forms to
reserve calendar dates and explain program details.

* Better fiscal responsibility. We've changed our accounting
practices to create greater accountability for leaders and
program planners. By requiring the submission of budget
forms for all TT initiatives, we are building better finan-
cial systems. We also have standardized the contracts and
menus we offer to members seeking to sponsor a kiddush
or plan a simcha.

As Harriet Lerner said, change sometimes generates fear. But
perhaps more importantly, as you can see from everything above,
change does bring opportunities.

Endowment Spins Off $40K
for Tl Operations

BY LARRY GORBAN, FUND FOR THE FUTURE CHAIR

The Fund for the Future will contribute nearly $40,000 in
investment income to various facets of Tikvat Israel in 2026-27.

Most of that money, amounting to $34,114, is unrestricted,
meaning it can be applied to any operating expense during the
year. A small portion is tied to three restricted funds established
over the years by congregants to support specific needs. Those
allocations are Flax/Grishman Fund, $2,003; Smith/Chelemer
Fund, $1,526; and Raucher Fund, $2,983.

The Fund for the Future’s total assets, as of the end of April,
amounted to $972,943. This total reflects a gain of nearly $110,000
since January 2025, a function of a healthy stock market.

TTs endowment fund was established in 2012 as way to
solicit and manage funds to provide for long-range needs of the
congregation. Its operations are governed by state law, spelling out
requirements for managing the fund and the formula for calculating
what portion of the earnings may be distributed to the synagogue.

TTs money is invested along with funds from several dozen other
D.C.-area Jewish organizations with the Jewish Community Foundation.

Our fund’s governing board consists of nine elected trustees,
serving up to two consecutive three-year terms. Three members
completing a first term — Jayme Sokolow, Susan Apter and
Steve Raucher — were re-elected at the congregational meet-
ing to serve a second term. Continuing on the board are Aaron
Fineman, Larry Gorban, Carol Chelemer, Amy Sanders, Linden
Wolf and Rebecca Salon. Voting members also include the co-
presidents and board treasurer.
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RABBI'S CORNER
Deepening Our Caring Community

BY RABBI MARC D. ISRAEL

I I believe that 5787 (2026-27) will be a
key year for building the future of Tikvat
Israel. Over the past several years, our
board of directors and Executive Director
Aaron Chusid have laid the groundwork
for our success by addressing our fiscal
concerns, repairing our building, creating
systems to document our programming
and supporting our committees.

In addition, Roni Silverstein has
built stronger connections with our ECC and Netivor families.
Through our visioning committee and search committee, led by
Lis Schwartz and Deb Amchin, respectively, we have hired Cantor
Hinda Labovitz as our director of community engagement and
shlichah tzibbur. Our Womens Network, Men’s Club, Israel
Activities Committee and SEA Change, among others, have cre-
ated a calendar of programming that is robust and reflects our
deeply held values as a community.

Of course, we are not perfect. We still are working to improve
our communications, to engage more volunteers in our kitchen,
to address our remaining maintenance issues and to market the
congregation to the broader community.

As we prepare for the coming year, I believe our top priority
must be to deepen the sense of community and connection that
Tikvat Israel creates for our members and school families, working
across the generations.

Expanding Youth and Family Programming

An essential area of focus this year will be expanding our youth and
family programming. With the arrival of Cantor Labovitz as our new
director of community engagement, we have a remarkable opportunity
to reenvision how families experience Jewish life at our synagogue.
Cantor Labovitz brings creativity, warmth and a deep commitment
to building relationships, and her presence will help us strengthen the
pipeline of engagement for families with children of all ages.

A central priority will be expanding our Shabbar morn-
ing youth programs for children in grades K—5. This has been
a traditional strong suit for Tikvat Israel. In fact, many of our
members told me you joined Tikvat Israel because of our emphasis
on creating a welcoming atmosphere for children to learn, pray,
play and grow. This year, we will work to create a more consistent
and engaging Shabbar morning experience, with age-appropriate
activities, storytelling, prayer and opportunities for children to
connect with one another and with our tradition.

We also will bring new energy to our holiday celebrations, mak-
ing them more hands-on, musical and intergenerational. Jewish
holidays are opportunities to build memories and strengthen the
bonds that hold our community together.

Finally, we will continue to expand and enrich Netivor, our
religious school. Our focus will be on building our curriculum,
enhancing experiential learning and building stronger bridges
between the home, the school and the synagogue.
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Deepening Our Chesed Work

Another major focus for the year will be deepening our chesed
work—our commitment to care for one another in times of joy,
illness and loss. Working closely with Hope Kott, our Chesed
Committee chair, Rachel Metz, our Membership Committee
chair, and Lis Schwartz, our Bereavement Committee chair, I
hope we will strengthen the systems that allow us to support one
another with compassion and consistency.

In keeping with our mission, we want Tikvat Israel members to
feel both cared for and empowered to care for others. This means
expanding our meal support for families welcoming a new baby,
to ensure new parents feel embraced by the community from the
very beginning. It means strengthening our network of volunteers
who check-in and care for the sick. And it means providing more
consistent support for families after the loss of a loved one.

Our chesed work is how we embody the values of compassion,
responsibility and mutual support that lie at the heart of Jewish
life. In an age where services and Jewish learning can be accessed
easily online, a caring community is the “value-added” of belong-
ing to a synagogue.

Strengthening Our Social Justice Commitments

Finally, we will continue to strengthen our congregation’s role
as a moral voice in the wider community. Working with our SEA
Change committee, in partnership with the Maryland Just Power
Alliance, Jews United for Justice and our interfaith friends at
Living Faith Lutheran Church and Rockville United Church, we
will remain active in the work of justice, equity and compassion.
We will maintain our focus on helping the stranger, protecting
democracy and civic engagement.

Looking Forward

A warm sense of belonging always has been Tikvat Israel’s
greatest strength. As our population shifts and new members join,
I want to ensure that we continue to honor our past and build for
our future, and I look forward to your participation.

Board Installation Set for July 11

Tikvat Israel clergy will install two vice presidents and five
members of the board of directors during Shabbat services on
July 11. A kiddush luncheon in their honor will follow.

Installed will be Jason Schwartz as vice president for
religious affairs, and Spencer Lane to fill the newly created
position of vice president for congregational engagement.
Serving new two-year board terms are Felicia Black, Jay P
Goldman, Debbie Levine, Monica Meyer and Judi Fleitman.

The latter is the lone newcomer.

Cantor Hinda Labovitz will make her first bima appear-
ance as TUs shlichar tzibbur on that Shabbar.




Six13 Concert Pairing a Huge Success

BY BOB AND RONI SILVERSTEIN, 2026 CONCERT COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS

Tikvat  Israel's  annual
concert on May 31 was, by all
accounts, a huge success.

The event serves as our
synagogue’s  single  biggest
fund-raising activity of the
year, and this year’s concert
twin bill netted significant
revenue to support operations.
(See more photos, page 9.)

Roni and Bob Silverstein

The day began with a spe-
cial presentation to Debbie Ungar, who was honored on stage at
Richard Montgomery High School for her 25 years of service in
the field of early childhood Jewish education and her successful
leadership of Tikvat Israel’s Broadman-Kaplan Early Childhood
Center. Under her guidance, the ECC has been awarded both
Maryland state accreditation and a Maryland Excel Level 5 desig-
nation, the highest granted, indicating that our preschool/day care
facility exceeds minimum state requirements.

Rabbi Marc Israel then introduced the a cappella group Six13.
They performed a high-energy early afternoon show for families
with young children that highlighted their well-known harmonies.
One of the most fun parts was when several children in the audi-
ence were invited to the stage to learn some of the techniques used
to create the distinctive sounds of musical instruments using only
their voices. All of the children in the audience, as well as their par-
ents, enjoyed the vocal talents and stage presence of each member of
the group. Following the show, the children had an opportunity to
meet the singers, pose for photos and get autographs.

Later in the afternoon, more than 500 people attended the
full concert for all ages. Following introductory remarks by Rabbi

Israel, the members of Six13 enthralled the audience with many
of their most well-known songs including “Bubbe Jean," based
on the Michael Jackson song “Billie Jean.” They also performed
"Bohemian Chanukah," their rendition of Queen’s “Bohemian
Rhapsody,” as well as their version of "Under the Boardwalk," the
Drifters’ doo-wop hit from the 1960s.

Following the concert, a long line of concert attendees waited
to meet the singers, get autographs and purchase Six13 merchan-
dise from members of the group.

This concert was made possible by a grant from the Jewish
Federation of Greater Washington and the generous support of
members of Tikvat Israel. Their generosity and commitment to
Jewish Education at Tikvat Israel is greatly appreciated.

In addition, we want to thank each member of our commit-
tee for their time, dedication and expertise in ensuring all aspects
of the two shows were successful. It involved a large number of
individual tasks to bring the two shows to the performance stage.
These tasks included sponsorship sales, ticket sales, advertising,
press relations, arranging for the needs of the group's members,
ushering and ticket scanning and other details, large and small,
that made for a successful event.

A special thank you to Aaron Chusid, Tikvat Israel’s executive
director, for his support of the committee, and to each individual
committee member: Debbie Amster, Michael Amster, Bob Balin,
Janice Balin, Dan Black, Felicia Black, Mark Diamond, Richard
Gelula, Sam Gilston, Nancy Goldberg, Bruce Goldin, Larry
Gorban, Denny Kanuck, Roz Kram, Sally Kram, Janaki Kuruppu,
Jonathan Lantner, Reuben Lantner, Anna Levy, Barry Lipsy, Amy
Matathias, Nadgy Roey, Shep Roey, Gene Sheskin, Beth Smith,
Jeff Smith and Howard Wilchins.

2026 Concert Sponsors

SUPPORT FROM THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS MADE THE 2026 ANNUAL CONCERT
A FINANCIAL SUCCESS FORTI.

Sustainer: Melanie Grishman and Jewish Federation of Greater
Washington

Visionary: Sara Harris

Benefactor: I:v Cohen, Tami and Samuel Gilston, Bruce Goldin,
Barry Lipsy, Roni and Robert Silverstein

Promoter: Betty and Clifford Fishman, Bobbi and Larry Gorban

Patron: Debby Berlyne and Danny Bachman, Carol Chelemer,
Rebecca Salon and Jay P. Goldman, Roberta and Manny Helzner,
Paula and Marvin Kasper, Maxine and James Perlmutter, Jane Connor
and Stephen Raucher, Sandra Schwartz, Ellen and Jeffrey Smith, Sue
and Howard Wilchins

Supporter: Deborah and Michael Amster, Susan and Alan Apter,
Janice and Bob Balin, Lynne and Ira Benzion, Elliot Cowan, Debra
and Harold Diamond, Ellen and Mark Diamond, Ellen and Sherman
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Eisner, Denny Kanuck, Barbara Katz, Sally and Neil Kram, Roz and Ted
Kram, Susan Challis and Richard Nisenson, Gale and Marc Pressman,
Ron Rabin, Sandra and Eugene Sheskin, Molly and Stuart Turkewitz

Friend: Martie Adelman and Marc Schneider, Arlene and Warren
Berger, Edna and Daniel Breit, Anita and Mel Brenner, Brenda and
Keith Brooks, Karen and Mike Cohen, Robbi and Larry Cohen, Aaron
Fineman, Marilyn and Michael Greenwood, Janaki Kuruppu and
Harvey Simon, Robin and Stuart Lempert, Debra and Jason Levine,
Sandra and Larry Levine, Anna Levy, Amy and Daniel Matathias, Susan
and Jay Plafker, Lois and Neil Sbar, Fortuna and Steven Scheige, Elissa
and Jason Schwartz, Judy and Paul Schwartz, Beth and Richard Smith,
Gigi Sohn and Lara Ballard, Nancy and Jonathan Solomon

Contributors: Deb and Robert Amchin, Elyse and Jeff Bernstein,
Felicia and Daniel Black, Suzanne Bronheim, Judith and Bernard
Fleitman, Ellen and Richard Gelula, Nancy Goldberg and Bryan
Benesch, Aaron Mannes, Mimi Meltzer, Monica Meyer, Phyllis and Joel
Miller, Anna Robbins, Linda and Edward Silverstein, Jayme Sokolow,
Carol Wendkos
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Scenes from the Six13 Concerts

A gallery of photos (mostly the work of professional photographer Larry M. Levine) capturing the concert featuring the 2 cappella
group Six13 on May 31 at Richard Montgomery High School auditorium. An early show for families with young children—that led to
some youngsters joining the performers on stage—and a late afternoon performance for an audience of all ages, this served as the year’s
biggest fund-raising event for the synagogue.
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Our Own Micah Cowan Lands
His First Pulpit Post

-3

Micah Cowan at his ordination as a rabbi at the Jewish Theological Seminary
in May.

Micah Cowan, son of Elliot Cowan and Bonnie Cowan, 27/,
graduated with rabbinic ordination from the Jewish Theological
Seminary’s Rabbinical School in May. He also earned an M.A. in
Hebrew Bible and its Interpretation from JTS’s Gershon Kekst
Graduate School.

The five-year program involved a rigorous course load, a year
of study in Jerusalem and one unit of clinical pastoral education.
In 2019, Micah graduated from JTS undergraduate program,
Albert A. List College, with a B.A. in Bible and with a B.A. in
linguistics from Columbia University’s School of General Studies.

He assumes a new role on July 1 as assistant rabbi at
Congregation Beth Judea in Long Grove, Il1., a suburb of Chicago.
The Conservative shul has 475 member families.

A letter from Beth Judea’s lay leadership to congregants,
announcing the appointment, said: “Throughout this process,
Rabbi Cowan has demonstrated a deep commitment to our
community, and we are excited for the leadership, energy, and
partnership he will bring alongside Rabbi Zimbalist.”

Micah has been a member of Tikvat Israel since his birth. He
became a bar mitzvah at T1 in 2010.

A celebratory cake in honor of Rabbi Micah Cowan created by congregant Lis
Schwartz, representing aspects of Judaic life at Tl, for the Shabbat kiddush on
June 13.
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The Graduation Roster of 2026

Several congregants, plus children and grandchildren of con-
gregants, received high school diplomas and academic degrees
during the past two months. Mazel tov to all.

High Schools

Shira and Daniel Lantner announce son Jonathan Lantner
graduated from Rockville High School and is matriculating at
the University of Maryland.

Naomi and Harvey Kaplan announce granddaughter
Hannah Lynn Dash graduated from Atholton High School in
Howard County and is planning to attend Auburn University.

Post-Secondary
Spencer Lane announces the completion of his PhD in com-
puter science from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

Vivian and Harley Liebenson announce son Eli Liebenson
graduated with honors from Michigan State University.

Elyca and David Mintz announce son Matt Mintz received
an associate’s degree in math from Montgomery College.

Elissa and Jason Schwartz announce daughter Adina
Schwartz received a B.S. in neuroscience with a minor in Jewish
studies, summa cum laude, from American University.

Abbey Frank and Rabbi Marc Israel announce son Micah
received a B.A. degree in government from the University of
Virginia.

Roz and Ted Kram announce granddaughter Nicole Regan
received an ML.A. in clinical psychology from Towson University,
and granddaughter Scout Kram received a master’s in business
from Roosevelt University in Chicago.

Steve Raucher announces granddaughter Rachel Maya
Benowitz received her PhD from Palo Alto University in child
psychology. (He notes: “That makes three generations and five
doctorates in our family.”)

Ellen and Sherman Eisner announce grandson Jacob Albert
carned a dual degree from the University of Michigan, a BBA in
business and a B.S. in computer science.

Maovzed Jov

... to Nancy and Rodney Matheson on the marriage of
daughter Ilana to Maxwell Garfinkel on May 31.

... to Judy Davis on her marriage to Victor Yelistratov on
May 17.

.. to Shira and Dan Lantner on their 20th wedding
anniversary.

TIKVAT ISRAEL JULY-AUGUST 2026



EXECUTIVE PERSPECTIVE
The Congregation We're Becoming

BY AARON CHUSID, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Looking back on this year, the defin-
ing image in my memory is from our
Visioning Committee’s listening sessions.
Led by Lis and Jason Schwartz, these ses-
sions didn’t have big presentations, agendas
or detailed reports. Just congregants sitting
around tables with other congregants, with

Aaron Chusid notecards, pens and cups of coffee.

In a quiet way, this was a profound moment — because the
question asked on those notecards is one our congregation had
not asked itself in years: Who are we, and who are we becoming?

After the rapid changes of the past few years, both in our
congregation and for Jewish communities across the country and
around the world, that question felt urgent, exciting and, honestly,
a little frightening. What the listening sessions showed us was that
the willingness of members with widely varying opinions, priori-
ties and life experiences to sit down together and ask the question
was the answer. Or at least the beginning of one.

Those conversations confirmed something that many of us had
begun to suspect: the work of our volunteer leaders had helped
our congregation grow so large, so full of life, that it had outpaced
what lay leadership alone could sustain:

* A reborn and revitalized Religious School program that in
just three years had grown from nine kids in one classroom
to a full K-5 program meeting two days a week.

* A dedicated corps of daveners building kehila through lead-
ing Shabbar services every week.

* A rich and varied program calendar developed by congre-
gants and planned a full year in advance.

None of these were even in our vision of the future when I
joined TT four years ago. This growth is a tribute to the members
of our congregation who give their time, their creativity and their
Tuesday nights to make it work.

Those conversations led, through the efforts of Deb Amchin
and the Search Committee, to the creation of a new staff position,
director of community engagement, dedicated to supporting and
advancing what our volunteers have built.

I cannot tell you what a joy it is, having spent so long work-

ing in nonproﬁt settings, to create a new position not because
something is broken, but because it is working so well.
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Rising for Opportunities

We are still writing the answer to the question those congre-
gants asked around that table. We don't have the full picture yet,
but we have something more important: a community that shows
up, takes on what seems impossible and builds something lasting
together. As I reflect on the past year, that is the throughline. Its
not change for change’s sake but growth that demands we rise to
meet the opportunity.

Last month, I saw another piece of the answer click into place.
Our annual concert, featuring Six13, was, by any measure, a suc-
cess. It was also our first concert in over four decades without
Cantor Rochelle Helzner's involvement. Many people wondered
whether it could be done. And in response, a group of volunteers,
led by Roni and Bob Silverstein, answered that question with a
resounding "yes." This was an event that built on last year's suc-
cess while creating a new take on an existing tradition and a new
way of operating for our community. They didn't just fill a gap.
They opened a door.

It reminded me of Parshat Bamidbar, when Moses finds the
burden of leading the Israelites is too great for one person to carry.
G-d's response isn't to make Moses stronger; it is to distribute the
spirit of leadership across the community. That spirit of leadership,
spread through the whole community rather than concentrated in
a few individuals, describes for me what TI is becoming. I am
proud I get to continue being part of it.

To all of our volunteers who made this year so memorable,
whether you were reading Zorah or budget reports, building or
baking, helping once in a while or here every day: You should
know your efforts create the warm glow people feel when they
think about our congregation. Thank you for all you do to make
our community great.

Congregational Condolences

Tikvat Israel Congregation shares its condolences with
member families who experienced the following deaths in
April and May.

... to friends of congregant Harriet Armoza, who died
May 17, 2026 (1 Sivan 5786).

... to Elaine Weinstein, on the death of her brother Julius
Herbert Katz, May 13, 2026 (26 Iyar 5786).

.. to congregant Edna Breit, on the death of her mother
Ziona Tuchler, April 3, 2026 (16 Nissan 5786).
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MEN’S CLUB
Our Full First Year, with Promises for More

BY SHEP ROEY, MEN’S CLUB CO-CHAIR

The Men’s Club is proud to celebrate a successful first year. We
have fully integrated into synagogue life with outstanding speaker
programs, dinner events, hands-on activities and strong partner-
ships across the community.

As we look ahead, our goals remain clear: continue offering
high-quality speakers and activities, deepen collaboration with the
Women’s Network and the Membership Committee, and support
the evolving needs of our synagogue. Our speaker programs and
brunches will continue on a pay-as-you-go basis.

Growing Our Community

While turnout has been excellent, we know there are still many
in our congregation and community we have not yet reached. This
year, we aim to strengthen communication, broaden our outreach
and formalize and expand our membership.

To do this, we need your help. We are secking volunteers for:
* Speaker and event planning;

* Kitchen duty (setup and cleanup) during brunch events; and
¢ Communications and advertising support.

If you would like to participate or contribute in any way,
please let us know. Our cochairs are Joe Miller, Rob Amchin, Rich
Gelula and me.

To simplify communication for future events, please RSVP
or request membership information by contacting Shep Roey at
sheproey@gmail.com. Your response is essential to our continued
success.

Highlights From Past Year
For those who are new—or who may have missed some of our
programs—here is a brief recap of our speaker events:

* Bill Apter: A presentation, "David Apter’s Courageous
Sacrifice for Social Change," highlighting his role in the
March on Washington.

* Dan Kolko: A lively conversation with the Washington
Nationals’ rookie play-by-play announcer, moderated by

Jay P. Goldman.

* Shachar Gilad: A powerful account of how a single secu-
rity guard saved her kibbutz on October 7.

* Ambassador Daniel Shapiro: Insights from the former
U.S. ambassador to Israel.

We also contributed to synagogue life through:
* Providing ushers and staff for the Six13 concert;
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»  Mishloach Manot packing and delivery; and
* Assisting with sukkah construction and teardown.

Thank you to everyone who participated and supported these
efforts. Your enthusiasm has fueled our growth.

Upcoming Events

July 12: Nationals vs. Yankees ballgame. A fun day at
the ballpark. The Men’s Club is partnering with the Women’s
Network for this family-friendly outing that is drawing more than
60 congregants.

Planned: Tours of a kosher bourbon distillery and a kosher
winery; a presentation by Professor George Rebok (Johns
Hopkins) on cognition, memory and healthy aging; a presenta-
tion by Tom Dunkel, journalist and author, on social issues and
stories from his work with the Baltimore Sun, Washington Post and
more; and presentations by prominent medical and educational
leaders from our own congregation.

* Your expressions of love and respect
are forever enhanced by the beauty of i
Nature and our commitment to quality -
and care. Call 301-384-1000 for your b
no-obligation consultation today. :
Come visit and discover the beauty

and convenience of Judean. o
1528 BATCHELLORS POREST RO, OLMEY MD, 23632 rmmm-u
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WOMEN’S NETWORK
Summertime Planning for the Coming Year

BY BRENDA BROOKS, CO-PRESIDENT, TI WOMEN’S NETWORK

After a busy year of events, Women’s Network is looking for-
ward to a relaxing summer. In the meantime, we still have several
fun and interesting programs to offer.

On Sunday, July 12, we are excited about our annual ballpark
outing, featuring the Washington Nationals versus the New York
Yankees. Game time is 1:35 p.m. We expect a full stadium and
lots of team spirit from both sides. Thank you to Rebecca Salon
for organizing “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” every year. This
year’s game is bound to be popular.

Our second July event is the International Conference of Women’s
League for Conservative Judaism (WLCJ), which will take place July
12-15 at the Hilton in Alexandria, Va. Five of our Women’s Network
members will be attending this conference. There is a full program of
activities, workshops, talks, religious services, etc.

Our own Bobbi Gorban designed the centerpieces for the
conference tables. (See article, bottom right.)

On the subject of WLC], the administration of the annual Torah
Fund Campaign is switching on July 1 from the Jewish Theological
Seminary to WLC]J. At that time, a new campaign and theme will
begin. This year’s theme will be Shema Koleinu or “Hear Our Voice.”
The Torah Fund has an 84-year history of supporting Conservative/
Masorti Jewish education and leadership. The transition to WLC]
will streamline and enhance its operations, while ensuring robust
support for all its beneficiary institutions.

After July 1, donations may be made by check (sent to Torah
Fund, 3080 Broadway, Suite K900, New York, NY 10027) or
electronically, using the donation page on the WLC] website. We
want to thank Ellie Diamond for continuing her role as the Torah
Fund manager for Women’s Network.

Women’s Network’s final summer event this year will be the annual
back-to-school supply drive for Harmony Hills Elementary School. It
will again be organized by Sandra Sheskin, our long-time coordinator
of this project. We are thankful for her ongoing leadership.

To recap our May and June events, on May 2 we held our
annual Shelly Goldin, 27, Women’s Network Shabbat. We were
pleased to host Julia Loeb, the outgoing international president
of WLC]J, who delivered a tribute to Shelly and spoke about her
role in WLCJ and the organization’s work. We also had a deli-
cious lunch planned and executed with the tremendous help of
Roz Kram and other WN volunteers. We want to thank everyone
involved, as well as the Tikvat Israel kitchen committee and
synagogue staff in charge of the social hall room setup, along with
those who generously donated to the lunch.

On May 31, Women’s Network held its final book group
meeting in person to discuss Songs for the Brokenbearted by Ayelet
Tsabari. Marsha Lyons did an excellent job leading the discussion,
in which 14 members participated.

On June 2, we met at Janice Balin’s home to discuss programs
for next year. We had a lot of great suggestions. Our first event will
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be a book group discussion, ®*®
to take place on Sept. 23. The
book title will be announced
soon.

A second event date to
put on calendars is Oct. 11.
This is the date for our open-
ing program with details to
be announced. In addition,
we will plan our annual §
Women’s Network Shabbat,
Mishloach Manot project, and

collaborative programs with N .
Sea Change and the Men’s Marsha Lyons deftly moderated the

Club. In short, there is a loc Women's Network’s book group discussion.
to look forward to. (Photo by Janice Balin)

On behalf of Co-president Susan Apter, and our core leader-
ship team, I wish you all a happy and relaxing summer.

Centerpieces Created for
International Convention

Women’s Network members created centerpieces for the
upcoming Women’s League of Conservative Judaism’s interna-
tional convention in Alexandria, Va., in July.

Congregant Bobbi Gorban serves as chair of the event’s table
centerpieces committee. Joining her in the creative effort were
Ellie Diamond, Sandra Sheskin, Elaine Weinstein, Roz Kram
and Janice Balin.

The convention runs July 12-15. WLCJ has selected
“Comfort Cases” as the rzedakah (social action) project for the
convention. This initiative supports youth entering foster care.

The centerpieces are made with items that eventually will be
placed in backpacks filled with items intended to provide foster
children with dignity and hope, including stuffed animals,
books, socks, wash cloths, bibs for babies, journals for older
children, toothbrushes and toothpaste, toiletries and various
other essentials.

Women'’s Network
members involved in
creating conference table
centerpieces were (from
left) Ellie Diamond, Jan-
ice Balin, Sandra Sheskin,
Elaine Weinstein, Roz
Kram and Bobbi Gorban.
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH
Religious School Expands to Mid-Week Sessions

BY RONI SILVERSTEIN, VICE PRESIDENT FOR EDUCATION AND YOUTH

Netivot Religious School
Netivots registration is off to a great

start for fall. We are excited to expand our

Religious School to grade 5 in 2026-27.

¥
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Students in grades K-2 will attend
school on Sundays from 9:30-11:30
a.m. at Tikvat Israel. Students enter-
ing 3rd through 5th grades will attend
school twice each week at Tikvat Israel,
on Sundays from 9:30-11:30 a.m. and
on Wednesdays from 5:30-7 p.m.

Netivot begins on Oct. 11, following Simchat Torah. Registration
is now available on our website. For more information, contact
Roni.silverstein@gmail.com or Cantor Hinda Labovitz, who will
serve as the religious school’s director, at hinda@tikvatisracl.org.

Broadman-Kaplan Early Childhood Center

We were proud to honor ECC director, Debbie Ungar, for her
years of service to Jewish education. An artwork presentation was
made on May 31 at Tikvat Israel’s annual concert at which the
cappella group Six13 performed. Many families and staff from the
ECC were there to congratulate her.

Our ECC is open for an exciting summer session. This sum-
mer's theme is transportation. Our summer session is bustling
with over 50 students. The children will be treated to train and
fire truck rides, truck day and other exciting activities.

In addition, each week there will be craft projects, books and
snacks related to the theme. Registration is still open, with a few
spots available.

Thanks to Debbie Ungar and her staff for the many accolades
our ECC has received, including the Maryland State Department
of Education accreditation and achieving a Level 5 rating from the

Roni Silverstein (left) lauded the work of Debbie Ungar, the ECC director, on
stage at the first of the two concerts on May 31. (Photo by Bob Silverstein)

14

Maryland EXCELS program. This represents the highest level of
achievement from the State of Maryland. This prestigious award
comes with a financial prize and represents excellence in licensing,
staff training, family engagement and individualized curriculum.

In addition, we are excited to share that the ECC has been
granted, by Montgomery County’s Early Childhood Services, a
mental health consultant to partner with our ECC staff to support
the social and emotional well-being of the students we serve. (See
related story, page 17.)

Looking Ahead

We are anticipating many family and congregation-friendly
celebrations coming this year. These include a continuation of
our extraordinary Early Family Network (EFN) family dinners
on Shabbat, a Sukkor congregation celebration dinner, Family
Simchat Torah, EFN and congregation Hanukkah event, EFN Yom
HaAtzmaur dinner, Netivot Mother’s Day Shabbat, and an EFN
Shavuot picnic.

Torah Lifting Workshop
Hosted by Ti

Seven  women
representing  five
congregations,
including ~ Tikvat
Israel, participated in
a workshop on hag-
bah, the ritual lifting
and transporting of
a Torah scroll during
religious services.

The workshop,
held at TI, was
facilitated by mem-
bers Melissa Kutner
and Shira Lantner.

It started with

an icebreaker where -~ .
participants shared Workshop participants had multiple chances to

what excites them Practicelifting the Torah scrolls at Tikvat Israel.

or provokes anxiety about receiving an honor in synagogue.
The two organizers then shared a brief history of hagbah as well
as different variations in practice.

Then the group split up and alternated between learning
and practicing hagbah and answering thought-provoking
discussion questions.
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(301] 526-8930
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package

SAGEL

BLOOMEFIELD
DANZANSKY GOLDBERG

FUNERAL CARE INC

Traditional Burial
A complete funeral service
including casket selection,

chapel ceremony, and

cemetery interment.

| |

Graveside Burial
A heartfelt service held at
the cemetery.

Monuments

A
XX

Jewish Burial
Observing traditional
customs with dignity, care,
and adherence to
sacred rituals.

Green Burial
Environmentally conscious
burial with biodegradable

materials and minimal
ecological impact.

&' Memorials

From start to finish. From design
to installation for ANY cemetery.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
LARRY@SAGELBLOOMFIELD.COM
MONUMENT SPECIALISTS FOR ANY
CEMETERY.
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ISRAEL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
We've Only Just Begun!

BY SAM GILSTON AND RICHARD LEDERMAN, ISRAEL AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS, AND RON RABIN

The newly revived Israel Affairs Committee had a productive
opening year. It began with a six-week discussion of the book 7he
Making of Modern Zionism by the late Hebrew University political
scientist Shlomo Avineri.

We enjoyed another successful Israeli Film Festival with two
films, “Seven Blessings,” a family drama about the practice of gift-
ing a daughter to an infertile couple, and “The Property,” about a
woman and her granddaughter revisiting an apartment in Poland
her family had owned before the Holocaust.

We were truly encouraged by the fact that approximately
70 members of the congregation attended the screening of the
disturbing film “No Other Land,” which documents the destruc-
tion of Arab villages in the West Bank by the IDE The screening
was followed by a panel discussion led by Rabbi Israel involving
Adina Vogel Ayalon of J-Street, Jenna Fischer from the Center for
Jewish Nonviolence and Arie Dubnov from George Washington
University.

To balance the disturbing nature of “No Other Land,” the
committee sponsored a webinar with two leaders from the Israeli
village of Neve Shalom/Wahat a-Salam, a name meaning “Oasis
of Peace” in Hebrew and Arabic. Founded in the 1970s, the vil-
lage is home to both Isracli Jews and Arabs and continues as a
symbol of co-existence in a country wracked by war.

We ended the year with a celebration of Israel’s independence
at a Kabbalat Shabbat with Instruments. Cantor Helzner incor-
porated a number of Isracli melodies into the service, which was
followed by a Yo Ha-atzmaut celebration that included an Israeli
dinner, flags, decorations and popular Israeli songs.

The committee is getting ready for the coming year. Another
book discussion is in the works, as is the popular Israeli Film
Festival. Also planned is a program featuring Israel as a start-up
nation, a program exploring religious pluralism in Israel, a pre-
sentation from Eyal Tarchitzky of Dror Israel, a leading force for
social change in Israel, all culminating in another Yom Ha-atzmaut
celebration.

Stay tuned to the Bulletin and Bkesher for details.
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Concert Kudos
I send good wishes to the committee and its leaders, Roni

and Bob Silverstein, for arranging the Six13 concerts on May 31.
Good to see members there and to listen to good music.

Mimi Meltzer
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TIKVAT ISRAEL SEA CHANGE
A New (Old) Partner

BY LYNNE STEIN BENZION

On June 3, seventy-eight people—includ-
ing Rabbi Marc Israel, Mark Diamond, and
Lynne Stein Benzion—ratified the found-
ing documents of a new organization, the
Maryland Just Power Alliance (MJPA), and
voted in the first seven board members,
including a SEA Changer from B’nai Israel
and a congregant from Temple Isaiah of
Fulton in Howard County.

MJPA is composed of three pre-
existing affiliate organizations: Action in
Montgomery, Anne Arundel Connecting
Together and People Acting Together
in Howard. AIM, ACT and PATH are
multi-racial, mult-faich, non-partisan
community power organizations. They
have been working independently for a
number of years within their respective
counties to find common issues and hold
elected officials accountable to create solu-
tions that improve people’s day-to-day
lives. They also work on the state level
and have increasingly partnered on com-
mon statewide issues. The establishment
of MJPA formalizes that relationship,
strengthens the communal power already
held by the three organizations, and leaves
open the possibility of bringing in more
affiliates statewide.

Going forward, AIM, ACT and PATH
will continue to work as separate affiliates
on county-specific issues, but they will
work together as MJPA on state issues.

Regular readers of Tikvat Israel SEA
Change columns in this newsletter may
be familiar with AIM. TI
SEA Change, as well as
the other Montgomery
County SEA Change syna-
gogues, chooses to partner
with AIM to increase our
ability to influence sys-
temic change in the racial
equity arena. SEA Change
set criteria for partners,
including: doing policy work for racial
justice, working with the people who are
directly affected by injustice issues, a track
record of effective campaigns to make
systemic change, the ability to learn from
failure, and effective use of volunteers.

AIM Partner Congregations are listed

at https:/fwww.actioninmontgomery.org/
about/#memberinstitutions.
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TI congregants have participated in
SEA Change activities held in partnership
with AIM. Some of those include:

* the AIM Montgomery County Can-
didate Forum in April, which centered
on the issues of housing, immigration,
and climate equity/healthy homes.

e Listening sessions with over 1,800
people in Montgomery County in the
summer, fall and winter of 2025-6 to
hear what issues are most important
to them. TI SEA Change conducted
four of those sessions, attracting ap-
proximately 40 participants from TL.
TI SEA Change also participated in
a number of sessions organized in
other venues, some of which includ-
ed other TT members. The top issues
identified created the AIM priorities
for 2026 and 2027 legislative sessions
and elections, including the issues in
the point above.

* AIM Local Politics Training in Febru-
ary; Equity Centered Facilitation Train-
ing last summer; and other trainings to
build skills in community convening,
advocacy, power analysis, and more.

e AIM County Council Action, March
2023, a very large public session that
generated commitment from Coun-
cil members to act on specific bills
addressing AIM priority issues.

AIM, PATH and ACT, with the par-
ticipation of SEA Change DMV, had a
number of successes this year, including
$73M in state funding for clean, affordable
heat pumps in apartments;
statewide immigrant
protection legislation and
housing legislation, and
facilitating legal clinics for
immigrants.

As of this writing, AIM
and MJPA are continuing
voter education with the
goal of increasing voter turnout for the
June primary elections. By the time you
read this, MJPA will turn its attention to
the November general election. Come join
TI SEA Change as we participate in MJPA
Statewide Action, Oct. 18 at First Baptist
Church of Guilford in Columbia, MD.
Want to learn more? Contact Lynne Stein
Benzion at 301-910-1828 or LBenzion@
yahoo.com.

Baby Supply Drive
at Tl Benefits
Area Immigrants

BY JUDI FLEITMAN

The baby supplies drive on June 7 attracted volun-
teers young and old.

On June 7, the Tikvat Israel Immigrant
Action Team collected much-needed dia-
pers and other baby supplies for immigrant
families impacted by ICE detention or
deportation in the synagogue parking lot.

With support from TI staff, 16 TI
volunteers and seven others from the
Montgomery County chapter of the
International Rescue Committee collected
more than 2,500 diapers and other baby
necessities from several generous donors.

In addition to the Sunday drive, we had
donations from two other notable sources.
Sandra Sheskin coordinated with ECC
director Debbie Ungar for a separate collec-
tion from ECC parents. The Dworim class
students voted to use the zzedakah money
they had been collecting over the year to
purchase supplies, which they picked out
themselves. In addition, our cherished TI
member Melanie Grishman used her entire
Costco Cash reward of over $400 to donate
diapers to our drive.

Though our drive was a success, the
needs are ongoing. If you missed the drive,
we can still coordinate donations. Contact
Judi Fleitman at yehuditfleit @gmail.com.
| T TR TheECCs

" 1 D'vorim dlass
used their
tzedakah to
purchase items
=% for the baby
= supplies drive
at Tikvat Israel.
(Photo by Debbie
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BROADMAN-KAPLAN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Spring Festivals Transfer into Summer Transportation

BY DEBBIE UNGAR, DIRECTOR, BROADMAN-KAPLAN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

The past few months have been
exciting at the ECC. We celebrated Yom
HaAtzmaur with a festive parade, where
the children proudly displayed the flags
and blue-and-white hats they created. We
enjoyed Israeli dancing and singing, and
had a wonderful time celebrating together
as a community.

Our celebration continued with a
special “trip” to Israel. The children had
their passports stamped and boarded an imaginary plane to begin
their adventure. Along the way, they visited a kibbutz, where they
squeezed oranges to make juice, collected eggs from chickens and
cared for babies in the nursery. They built the Western Wall and
wrote notes to place in the Korel, and they even went fishing in
Eilat. The experience culminated with a delicious snack of Israeli

salad and falafel, which the children helped prepare.

In honor of Shavuot, the classes visited the sanctuary to see the
Torah. They also prepared a variety of dairy snacks in celebration
of the holiday. This was a meaningful and educational experience
for everyone.

This summer’s theme is “Oh, the Places You'll Go!” The ECC
is exploring different modes of transportation and the many places
they can take us. Each week, we will read a special book featuring
a different mode of transportation, and the children will enjoy a
transportation-themed snack every Tuesday.

On hot summer days, the children love cooling off with out-
door water play. They enjoy exploring sprinklers and water tables
while staying active and engaged. We also look forward to our
Wondrous Wednesdays, featuring in-house field trips and special

spirit days. Highlights will include a visit from a fire truck and a
special train ride.

In addition, we take advantage of the natural resources of Rock
Creek Park and the surrounding area through nature walks and
outdoor exploration.

We will continue our cherished tradition of gathering together
on Fridays for Shabbat Sing with Auntie A, helping everyone get
into the spirit of Shabbar.

Registration is now open for the 2026-27 school year, for
which limited spaces are available. Contact the ECC office at
301-251-0455 or email Debbie Ungar at debbie@tikvatisrael.org
for more information or to schedule a tour.

Bubble-blowing captured the fancy of the youngest ECC pupils.

Mental Wellness Consultant Joins ECC

BY DEBBIE UNGAR, TIKVAT ISRAEL ECC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The ECC will have the services of a consultant on infant and
early childhood mental health, effective July 1.

The consultant, being made available through Montgomery
County’s Early Childhood Services/Child Care Support Services,
will partner with our program to support the social and emotional
well-being of the children, educators and families affiliated with
our ECC community.

Dawn lannaco-Hahn is a trained
professional with expertise in early
childhood development and mental
health. Her primary role is to work
collaboratively with our educators to

Dawn lannaco-Hahn
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create nurturing, responsive classroom environments that pro-
mote every child’s success.

In addition to supporting educators, lannaco-Hahn will work
with families by offering strategies, guidance and resources that
support children’s growth and development at school and at home.

Her work will focus on observation, collaboration, consulta-
tion and guidance to strengthen classroom practices and family
partnerships. She will be at the ECC for four hours each week,
working alongside our staff to help foster positive relationships
and healthy social-emotional development for all children.

We are thrilled to add this valuable resource to the ECC, and
look forward to the positive impact it will have on our community.
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Delivering Their Own
a Cappella Sounds Through
Chai Dynamics

BY NANCY SOLOMON

Chai Dynamics provided entertainment at the Jewish Council for the Aging’s
volunteer appreciation and awards ceremony at Ring House in May.

As Tikvat Israel welcomed amazing Jewish @ cappella music
with the two concert performances by Six13 on May 31, the con-
gregation continues to embrace this musical genre with its own

adult & cappella group, Chai Dynamics.

Chai Dynamics has been bringing college-style Jewish «
cappella music to the community since 2009. It originated with
former college Jewish @ cappella singers from Shaare Torah in
Gaithersburg, who partnered with Tikvat Israel in 2011, and
ultimately affiliated with Tikvat Israel alone in 2025.

The group includes 15 cross-generational singers, many of

whom are TT members. Their performances feature Jewish and
secular music using standard and original arrangements, dynamic
harmonies and vocal percussion.

Chai Dynamics’ recent performances included shows in April
for about 200 members of the Jewish residents of Leisure World,
and in May at Ring House in Rockville at an awards event honor-
ing 100 volunteers for the Jewish Council for the Aging.

Group members look forward to regaling the congregation
during installation of the board of directors on Shabbar July
11, and performing on Aug. 9 at Olney Theatre Center’s 2026
Summerfest program.

To audition for the group, contact ChaiDynamicsMusic@
gmail.com.

All 16 members of Chai Dynamics as of last November.
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Tl Teen Leads Shul Landscape Project

Reuben Lantner, son of congregants Shira and Dan Lantner,
is managing a rainscape garden at Tikvat Israel for his bar mitzvah
project, with assistance from the Sacred Grounds program of the
National Wildlife Federation and other donations.

The area where the rainscape will be planted is under the trees
between the sanctuary and the parking lot.

In addition to helping the local ecosystem by using native
plants, the rainscape also helps manage the runoff from the build-
ing and grounds into the parking lot, which causes a safety hazard
in the winter months.

In April, Reuben was joined by friends and congregants to start
work on preparing the area by spreading a layer of compost followed
by a layer of wood chips to enrich the soil. Then in May, with the help
of congregant Janaki Kuruppu, Reuben and his parents distributed
native plants to Tikvat Israel congregants and community members
and collected donations to help offset the cost of the project.

The project will continue in the fall with the installation of
minor landscape features and various native plants, creating a
pleasing view in addition to giving the area a functional role.

Reuben and his family created a GoFundMe account to raise
money for the project:
hitps:/fwww.gofundme.com/flreubens-rain-garden-for-all

Reuben Lanner hands a free plant to Roz Kram.

OUTDOORS HAVURAH WELCOMES NEWBIES

L

Members of the Outdoors |
Havurah enjoyed a day of §&
boating, picnicking and a
light hike at Lake Needwood
on June 7. The participants g
spotted sea turtles and geese.
Shown (from left) are Marvin
Kasper, Keith Brooks, Brenda
Brooks, Cindy Renteria and
Warren Berger.

The Outdoors Havurah is open to all Tikvat Israel members
and guests. Events take place at area parks on Sundays. In win-
ter months, the havurah plans a museum trip.

Contact Brenda Brooks for further information at

bbbrooksx@gmail.com.
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Summer Reading at the Flax Library

BY JANICE ROSENBERG, LIBRARY COMMITTEE CHAIR

Summer is a great time to slow down, relax and enjoy a good
book. Reading can reduce stress, sharpen focus and inspire new
ideas and perspectives. A good book offers a meaningful way to
unwind and engage your mind.

If you are looking for a book to take on vacation or simply to
enjoy during a summer afternoon, consider the following titles
available to borrow from our shu/’s Flax Library:

A Bend in the Stars by Rachel Barenbaum. An account of mod-
ern science’s greatest race amidst the chaos of World War 1.

Golem and the Jinni by Helene Wecker. A chance meeting
between two supernatural creatures in turn-of-the-century immi-
grant New York.

The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store by James McBride. Even in
dark times, it is love and community—heaven and earth—that
sustain us.

Kantika by Elizabeth Graver. One family’s displacement across
four countries.

Kissing Kosher by Jean Meltzer. A hilarious and emotional
rivals-to-lovers romance.

Matchmaker’s Gift by Lynda Cohen Loigman. The struggles of
a 1920s matchmaker and her divorce-attorney granddaughter in
New York.

Naamah by Sarah Blake. The story of Naamah, the matriarch
at the heart of the story of Noah’s Ark.

The Third Daughter by Talia Carner. Finding courage in the
face of danger, and hope in the face of despair.

Staff and Volunteers Support
Blood Drive

The American Red Cross collected 29 units of blood at the
Tikvat Israel blood drive on June 8.

TI staff members Aaron Chusid, Susan Davis, Nadia
Palacios and Iber Gonzalez, along with volunteers at the recep-
tion table — Edna Breit, Keith Brooks and Jonathan Solomon
— supported the drive.

The next TI
blood drive is slated
for Nov. 10, accord-
ing to Robbi Cohen,
TI blood drive coor-
dinator.

Donors Lynne Benzion
(left) and Edna Breit at
the latest Tl blood drive.
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Aselection of titles available to borrow in TI's Flax Library. (Photo by Janice Rosenberg)

Several books have been added recently to our library’s holdings:

Behind Every Good Man by Sara Goodman Confino. A woman
upends her cheating husband’s Maryland senatorial campaign.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak. The ability of books to uplift

the spirit even in the darkest of times.

The Lost Shtetl by Max Gross. A small Jewish village in the Polish
forest was so secluded that no one knew it existed until now.

To discover other books available to borrow this summer,
search the Flax Library’s online catalog. Open TT’s website and
under “Study,” click on “Flax Library Catalog.” To borrow books
from the library or the pop-up library in TT’s lobby, send an email
to TikvatlsraelLibrary@gmail.com. Be sure to include the book

title, your name and your contact information.

A CHANCE INTRODUCTION LEADS
TO BOOK DONATION

While attending the recent Gaithersburg Book Festival,
Executive Director Aaron Chusid met author Sarah Birnbach,
who was promoting her new book, A Daughter's Kaddish.
He told her about TI and our well-established library, lead-
ing Birnbach to gift our shu/ a copy of her book, which she
promptly signed.

The book has now been added to the Flax Library collection.

Birnbach also told Chusid she would be glad to come visit
us for a book talk or similar program.

A Daughter’s Kaddish recounts Birnbach’s year-long odyssey
to persevere through an unfamiliar world of Jewish prayer and
chart a course without a roadmap. A novice worshipper and
single working mother, she encountered many obstacles—
including vehement objections to her recitation of the mourner’s
kaddish because of her gender, her own daughter’s near-fatal car
accident, an incident that tore her synagogue apart, and her
own mother’s hostility and dismissiveness.
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Tikvat Israel Remembers With Respect Those Whose Yahrzeits
Occur From from 16 Tammuz - 17 Av— July 2026

Jury 1

16 Tammuz
Devera Danovitz
Hyman Edlowitz
Anna E. Feinmark
Leo Friedman
Frank Knott
Sarah Tempchin
Richard Volin

Jury 2

17 Tammuz
Sidney Davis
Rose Levy
George Ludwig
Solomon Nahum

Juy 3

18 Tammuz

Sarah Bassin
Beatrice Chait
Philip Chelemer
Morris Gottlieb
Alan Israel
Elizabeth Katz Jeremias
Freda Levin

Gladys Nederlander
Charlotte Podgor
Gerald Raine
Sandra Wagner
Louis Waltzer

Alan P. Woinsky

Jury 4

19 Tammuz

Tillie Cooper
Louis Deckelbaum
Leo Derene
Herbert Gold
William Hirsch
Bernard Kaplan
Beatrice Nathanson
Carol Peck

Susan E. Reich

JuLy 5

20 Tammuz
Harry Freedenberg
Esther Solomon
Michael Weiss

Juy 6

21 Tammuz

Clinton Berger
Sanford Count
Margaret Marcus Davidson
Leah Marcus Feig
Sophie Deena Fertel
Ina S. Fineman
Norma Belson Honick
Charles Kaplan

Allan Pleet

Pearl Sakwa

Abraham Silverstein
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Jury 7

22 Tammuz
Lucille Liebenson
Harry Rosen
Dolores Sachs
Frank Smith
Ruth Spiegelberg
Peggy Wilchins

Juy 8

23 Tammuz
Mary Davis

Alan Friedman
Charlotte F. Hart
Ida Rose

Helen Rosenblum

Juy 9

24 Tammuz
Bessie Cohen
Ben Zion Mauda
Manfred Scheige
Fannie Simball
Simon Strassman

Juy 10

25 Tammuz
Yetta Bendett
Mark Dubbin
Joseph Feinmark
Jack Gruss
Sarah Shedroff
Arthur B. Simon

Juy 11

26 Tammuz
Miriam Agus
Solomon Cowan
Charlotte Kaufman
Rose Kess

Jay Portnow

Adolf Rosenberg
Sidney Teitelbaum

Juy 12

27 Tammuz
Bernice Gateman
Clement J. Lipsy
Eugene Love
Mannie Nagelbush
Ted Smith

Juy 13

28 Tammuz
Morris Bauman
Lottie Feinmark
Sydney Gendel
Solomon Melmed
Fred Schwartz
Lois Steiner

Juwy 14

29 Tammuz
Irving Gordon
Charles Lane
Rubin Lebowitz
Jean Shull

Bessie Winer

Juy 15
1Av

Irving Bernstein
Jennifer J. Flax
Esther Gottlieb
Herbert Joseph
Carrie Levy
Max Polansky
Esther Rosenthal
Harold Steinberg
Joseph Weinberg

Juy 16

2 Av

Rose Gordon
Louis Simball
Sidney Stolzenberg

Juy 17
3 Av

Anna Bernstein
Abigail Lefkowitz
Ralph A. Robinson

Juy 18

4 Av

Ella Davis
Gussie Glaser

David Glater

Fred Hamburg
Benjamin Larrick
Paul Ludwin
Morton Oppenheim
Evalyn Waldman

Jury 19

5Av

Jinky Barnett
Milford Hillerson
Edith Meyers
Dorothy Pearl

Jury 20

6 Av

Charles Chidakel
Edith Kaplan
Marvin Laubgross

David Lederman

Jury 21
7 Av

Jonathan Dorfman
Stan Labovich
Jerome Pasternak

Jury 22
8 Av

Joseph Samuel Brudner
Jennie Mazaroff

Anita Perlmutter
Eugene Perry

Jury 23

9 Av

Philip Cohen
Harry Cooper
Phyllis Menduke
Cynthia L. Shnider

Frank David Spiegelberg
Abe Stahler

Jury 24
10 Av

Irene Kaplan
Sarah Krick
Betty Morrison
Bertha Polster
Shirley Zoltrow

Jury 25

11 Av

Fanny Feigin

Ruth Freed

Bertha Alice Kaplan
Jerome Livingston

Jury 26

12 Av

Morton A. Davis
Trudy Finstein

Anna Moskowitz

Leo Plesset

Anne S. Prince

Kate Hayley Schaffman
Betty Stein

Rose Wadler

Jury 27

13 Av

Adele Boden
Hertha Ermann
Yetta Gellman
Israel Kauffman
Mary Klass

Estelle Kornhauser
Jennie Levy

Jury 28

14 Av

Usher Feinsilber

Fannie Green

Roslyn Kalinsky

Samuel E Laddon

Fannie Raine

Rose Saldinger

Marvin Schneider

Rabbi H. Jonah Waldman

Jury 29
15 Av

Victor Battino
Neftali Pazo Pazo

Jury 30

16 Av

Etta Schneider
Mordko Smolar
Belle Wagman

Jury 31
17 Av

Frances Berger
Harry Feldman
Harry Fleitman
Meyer Holtzman
Milton Levy
Harry Reiter
Isidor Sohn
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Tikvat Israel Remembers With Respect Those Whose Yahrzeits
Occur From from 18 Av - 18 Elul — August 2026

Aucust 1

18 Av

Rose Altschuler
Bernadine Belkin
Morris Bloomberg
Louis Coren
Samuel Goldstein
Thomas Rosenblatt
Murray Wadler

AuGusT 2
19 Av

Victor Issac Bigio
Ester Danoff
Burton Drucker
Henry Edlowitz
Hyman Geller
Rose Schrier
Abraham Vainer
Sidney Zalevsky

AugusT 3

20 Av

Bruce Ballard
Abram Berlin
Irving Gedanken
Jack Kornhauser
Abraham Sterman

AucusT 4

21 Av

Emil Glater

Jeanne Claire Godley-
Davis

Nathan Pitkin

Ronald Pitkin

Albert Sbar

Ellen Siegel

Herschel Wartofsky

AuGusT 5

22 Av
Naomi Kaplan

AuGusT 6
23 Av

Anne Bernstein

Lewis Bolton

Markus Eichtersheimer
Don Margolies

Helen Schechter
Rosella Silverstein
Sadie Wartofsky

Idelle Weiner

AucGust 7
24 Av

Lucille Feinman
Faye Glater
Annie Mollen
Edythe Podolsky
Sadie Smith
Ruth Weiner

AucusT 8

25 Av

Rudy Fischer
Tillie Nisenson
Alfred Steiner

AuGusT 9

26 Av

Melville Ehrlich
Rebecca Feldman
Marian Kaiser

AucusT 10

27 Av
Hilda Shulman

AucusT 11

28 Av

Jack Chelemer
Shirley Cohen
Marilyn Ehrlich
Barbara Goldberg
Harold Goldstein
Sylvia Holtzman
Claire Kahn
Richard Spector

AucusT 12

29 Av

Rose Blonder

Yetta Cohen

Rabbi Leivy Smolar

AucusT 13

30 Av

Pearl Cohen

Toba Eileen Gellman
Lina Goldstein

Sonia Goldstein
Sarah Kay

Saul Lubar

Lloyd Oppenheim
Edith Smith

Elias Wolfe
Charlotte Zimmerman

Aucust 14

1 EtuL

Isidore “Larry" Goldberg
Hans Joseph
Irving Kabik

Max Katz

Julia Notovitz
Pearl Plesset
William Rosenfeld
William Stein
Esther Stolzenberg
Harry Vinokur
Helen Wexler

AucusT 15
2 EuL

Anne Altman
Marsha Fleisher
Eva Gunther
Shirley Hardis
Vera Israel

Rabbi Joseph Kaplan
Harry Klion

Ben Levin

Alvin Peck

Marie Rosenberg
Regina Rosenberg
Mina Rothberg
Marion Soypher
Samuel Steckler
Irving M. Yanoff

AucusT 16

3 Erut

Batya Band
Pesach Band
David Lipofsky

Max Sommer

Aucust 17

4 FruL

Conrad Glaser
Dorothy Harris
Ethel Miller

AucusT 18
5 ELuL

Lawrence Bardack
Norman Freedman
Sarah Freda Golding
Max Herman

Jean Hirschman
Marcia Lieberman
Rose Lifshutz
Marsha Papageorge
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AucusT 19

6 ELuL

Ronald Black
Raizia Chigorsky
Samuel A. Hale
Joel Hoffman

AucusTt 20
7 ELuL

Morris Fineman

Rabbi Simeon Kobrinetz
Aaron Sobell

Leonard Suskind

AugusT 21

8 EruL

Charles Larry Blair
Mollie Broadman
Sam Klass

Sam Sharlot

Pearl Zipin Tubiash
Sol Shalom Wexler
Fannye Zlotnick

AuGusT 22
9 FLuL

Abraham Fierman
Harriet Klausner Suskin
Bessie E. Miller
Maxene Rosenthal
Minnie Teitelbaum

AucusTt 23

10 ELuL

Ben Ami Barsky
Shirley Gendel
Morris Kanow
Hilda Schwartz
Dick Stein

Rose Volin

AucusT 24
11 ELuL

Esther Friedman
Evelyn Goldberg
Cornelis Hartendorp
Sara Itzhaki Kaplan
Bertha Knott

Harry Witt

AugusTt 25

12 ELuL

Eugene Brooks

Doris Grossmann
Frances Karlin

Louis Karlin

Florence Mildred Novack

AuGusT 26

13 EruL

Gertrude Bender
Eugene Brooks
Kenneth Grossman
Morris Alex Jacobs
Frederick Mintz
Morris Weintraub
Norman Winson

AucusTt 27

14 EruL

Daniel Barash
Benjamin Feller
Abram Fraeman
Emil Notovitz
Sylvia Senzer

AucusTt 28
15 ELuL

Samuel Abramson
Jacob Berman
Chaya Karmel
William Schaechter
Daniel Shaz
Abraham Simon
Robert Zelenka

AucusT 29
16 ELuL

Estelle Feinmark
Jack I. Karlin
Jack Keilsohn
Lorraine Rayden

Auacust 30

17 ELuL

Jacob Hershbaum
Sondra Levin
Robert M. Minkoff
Edith Scherer
Julius Seligman
Bertha Smith
Hilda Starr
Alexander Stolovy

AucusTt 31
18 ELuL

Evelyn Flax Mirmelstein
Sylvia Pachenker

David Pearl

Irene Wexler
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July 2026

Tammuz - Av 5786

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 16 Tammuz | 2 17 Tammuz| 3 18 Tammuz | 4 19 Tammuz
. £ Tzom Tammuz
All events subject to change. Please read ECCIOffice Closed
B’Kesher for the latest status. 4:04 AFast begins 9:30 APrefim L
8:00 A Minyan 7:15 AMinyan 8:00 A Minyan 9:45 A Shabbat Services
6 P Faith 250 7:30 P Minyan 6:30 P Kabbalat Shabbat (Pinchas)
7:30 P Minyan 9:17 P Fast Ends 8:20 P Candlelighting 9:20 P Havdalah
5 20 Tammuz | 6 21 Tammuz | 7 22 Tammuz| 8 23 Tammuz | 9 24 Tammuz| 10 25 Tammuz | 11 26 Tammuz
3 Merchavim Chodesh Av
9:30 A Prelim [
9:45 A Shabbat Services
8:00 A Minyan (Matot-Masei) -
9:00 A Minyan 7:15 A Minyan 8:00 A Minyan 8:00 A Minyan 7:15 A Minyan 6:00 P Kabbalat Shabbat 23%";,':2‘5(‘1';‘;”
7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 8:18 P Candlelighting ’
12 27 Tammuz | 13 28 Tammuz | 14 29 Tammuz [ 15 1Av] 16 2Av| 17 3Av| 18 4Av
@ Rosh Chodesh {4} Shabbat Chazon
9:00 A Minyan 9:30 APrelim |
1:30 P Wash Nationals Game 8:00 A Minyan 9:45 A Shabbat Services
4:30 P Well Circle 7:15 AMinyan 8:00 A Minyan 7:15 AMinyan 7:15 AMinyan 6:30 P Kabbalat Shabbat (Devarim)
7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 8:14 P Candlelighting 9:14 P Havdalah
19 5Av| 20 6Av| 21 7Av| 22 8Av| 23 9Av| 24 10Av| 25 11 Av
[ Erev Tisha B'AV [ Tisha B'Av {4l Shabbat Nachamu
9:30 APrelim [
7:15 AMinyan ?\;‘;g‘ﬁcshgig?f;‘ Services
8:00 A Minyan 2 P Tisha B'Av Minchah 8:00 A Minyan 12:45 P Songs of Comfort
9:00 A Minyan 7:15 AMinyan 8:00 A Minyan 8:29 P Fast Begins 7:30 P Minyan 6:30 P Kabbalat Shabbat Nigun Circle
7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 8:30 P Tisha B'Av Services 9:05 P Fast Ends 8:09 P Candlelighting 9:09 P Havdalah
26 12Av| 27 13Av| 28 14Av | 29 15Av | 30 16Av | 31 17 Av
¥ TuBAVY .
. (%
8:00 A Minyan 8:00 A Minyan
9:00 A Minyan 7:15 AMinyan 7:30 P Minyan 8:00 A Minyan 7:15 AMinyan 6:30 P Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 8 P Tl Board Meeting 7:30 P Minyan 7:30 P Minyan 8:02 P Candlelighting

August 2026

Av - Elul 5786

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Donations

The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following donations to the various funds of Tikvat Israel. The donor lists that follow
reflect gifts received at the synagogue in April and May. If your donation during this time does not appear in the list, or if there is an
error in the listing, please contact the synagogue office at 301-762-7338.

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS

In memory of :

Harriet Armoza by Sara Harris

Irving Ashery by Susan Cohen

Leonard Bachman by Daniel Bachman and
Debby Berlyne

Sadie Bauman by Wendy Bauman

Sarah Benesch by Nancy Goldberg and Bryan
Benesch

Morris Gateman by Roberta and Larry Cohen

Melvin Goldstein by Dan Goldstein

Isaac Kaplan by Naomi and Harvey Kaplan

Stanley Katz by Elaine Weinstein

Ethel Melmed by Rianne and John Melmed

Dorothy M. Robinson by Peggy Zelenka

Lena Sandler by David Gorman and Janice Rosenberg

Sophie Schwartz by Judith and Paul Schwartz

Feiga Smolar by Naomi and Harvey Kaplan

Bess Snyder by David Gorman and Janice Rosenberg

Sidney Wilchins by Sue and Howard Wilchins

BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE

In memory of Hannah Barrack by Marilyn and
Michael Greenwood

In memory of Rosamond Count by Marilyn and
Michael Greenwood

In memory of Averill Eisner by Naomi and
Harvey Kaplan

In memory of Dorothy Krugman Engel by
Marilyn and Michael Greenwood

In memory of Esther Engelstein by Marilyn and
Michael Greenwood

In memory of Linda Rachel Gorlick Topol, sister
of Fortuna Scheige, by Moira and Leon Green

In memory of Rebecca Wyte by Marilyn and
Michael Greenwood

GENERAL FUND

In honor of Irv Cohen by Leah Weisman

In honor of Irv Cohen's 85th birthday by
Andrea Kirsch

In honor of Jim Perlmutter's special birthday by
Robert and Janice Balin

In honor of the bar mitzvah of Larry and Bobbi
Gorban's grandson, Isaac, by Robert and Janice Balin

In memory of Lorraine Cowan by Moira and
Leon Green

In memory of Mark Eisenstadt by Carol Chelemer

In memory of Averell Eisner, brother of
Sherman Eisner, by Robert and Janice Balin

In memory of Edna Eisner by Ellen and
Sherman Eisner

In memory of Bettie Hallen, sister of Linc
Hallen, by Moira and Leon Green

In memory of Morris Kubitz by Daniel
Bachman and Debby Berlyne

In memory of Morris Kubitz by Brenda and
Keith Brooks

In memory of Morris Kubitz by Nancy and
Jonathan Solomon

In memory of Nancy Matheson's father by
Danny Bachman and Debby Betlyne
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GENERAL FUND (continued)

In memory of Nina Olin, mother of Brenda
Brooks, by Elyse and Jeff Bernstein

In memory of Jerry Perlmutter by Moira and
Leon Green

In memory of Jerry Perlmutter by Robert and
Janice Balin

In memory of Linda Rachel Gorelick Topel
by Daniel Bachman and Debby Betlyne
by Karen and Michael Cohen
by David Gorman and Janice Rosenberg
by Susan and Jay Plafker
by Anna Robbins

In memory of Ziona Tuchler, mother of Edna Breit
by Robert and Janice Balin
by Moira and Leon Green
by Susan and Jay Plafker
by Nancy and Jonathan Solomon

Mazel Tov to Martie Adelman and Marc
Schneider, on the engagement of Molly
Schneider to Robert Ost, by Nancy and
Jonathan Solomon

Mazel Tov to Elliot Cowan and family on the
birth of Lev Aharon by Moira and Leon Green

Mazel tov to Ted and Roz Kram, on Ted's 90th
birthday and their anniversary, by Moira and
Leon Green

Mazel tov to Ted Kram on his 90th birthday by
Nadgy and Shep Roey

KIDDUSH FUND
In honor of Neil Sbar by Sue and Howard Wilchins
In memory of Morris Kubitz by Susannah

Challis and Richard Nisenson

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In appreciation of Rabbi Israel's guidance to
Ilana Matheson and Max Garfinkel, as they
prepare for their upcoming wedding, by
Nancy and Rodney Matheson

In appreciation of Rabbi Israel’s service at the
unveiling of Micah Krichevsky’s headstone by
Evan Krichevsky

In honor of Irv Cohen's birthday celebration by
Anita Kaplan

In honor of Abbey Frank, for receiving the 2026
Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School Alumni
Leadership Award, by Sue and Howard Wilchins

In honor of Steve Raucher's 85th birthday by
Harold and Marcia Toppall

In memory of Pauline Dunsmore by Carol Chelemer

In memory of Averell Eisner by Sara Harris

In memory of Salome Gardsbane by Diane
Gardsbane and Paul Sully

In memory of Joseph Greenfield by Sandra and
Larry Levine

In memory of Morris Kubitz, father of Nancy
Matheson, by Sara Harris

In memory of Morris Kubitz by Sandra and
Larry Levine

In memory of Nina Olin, mother of Brenda
Brooks, by Dale Weiss

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND (continued)

In memory of Linda Rachel Gorelick Topel by
Sara Harris

In memory of Ziona Tuchler by Sara Harris

In memory of Ziona Tuchler by Ziva and
Gerald Schuchman

In memory of Harry Weinstein by Sandra and
Larry Levine

SHELLY GOLDIN MEMORIAL FUND

In memory of Shelly Goldin by Roberta and
Larry Cohen

In memory of Pearl Gottesman by Bruce Goldin

In memory of Linda Rachel Gorelick Topel by
Wendy Bauman

Mazel tov to Sue and Jay Plafker on their
daughter Rachel's engagement by Bruce Goldin

TZEDAKAH FUND

In memory of Averell E. Eisner
by Susan and Alan Apter
by Bruce Goldin
by Amy and Daniel Matathias
by Susan and Jay Plafker

In memory of Morris Kubitz by Amy and
Daniel Matathias

In memory of Sylvia Levine by Sandra and
Larry Levine

In memory of Nina Olin, mother of Brenda
Brooks, by Roberta and Larry Cohen

In memory of Sidney Polster by Alan Polster

In memory of Ziona Tuchler, mother of Edna
Breit, by Roberta and Larry Cohen

In memory of Ziona Tuchler, mother of Edna
Breit, by Amy and Daniel Matathias

WOMEN'S NETWORK

by Marilyn and Michael Greenwood

by Paula and Marvin Kasper

In honor of Rebecca Salon and Jay Goldman by
Esther Newman

In honor of Women's Network Shabbat 2026 by
Hilda Springer

In honor of Women's Network and Men's Club
by Moira and Leon Green

In memory of Nina Olin, mother of Brenda
Brooks, by Sandra and Larry Levine

In memory of Nina Olin, mother of Brenda
Brooks, by Ziva and Gerald Schuchman

In memory of Dudley Schwartz by Allison
Schwartz

In memory of Linda Rachel Gorelick Topel,
sister of Fortuna Scheige, by Sandra and Larry
Levine
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0 NORTHERN VIRGINIA
JEWISH FUNERALS
Serving the DMV

Jewish Heritage... Jewish Traditions... Jewish-owned and Operated

h !
Ellen Suls MacDonald - Lee Cohen = Zane Belyea -Gary Henninger- Micah Rappaport

May the Memory of Your
Loved Ones Be a Blessing.

Our story is not about us, it is about
you. Our story is about the families
who trust us, the caregivers who call
us in the middle of the night, and the
Clergy who recommend us to their
congregation. Our philosophy is to
treat your family as if it were our own.

Speak With Our Team Today
(571) 586-2017

www.northernvirginiajewishfunerals.com
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