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CANDLE LIGHTING & 
HAVDALAH TIMES 

Shabbat & 	 Candle	 Havdalah
Holiday Date	 Lighting

9/4-5	 7:16 p.m.	 8:15 p.m.
9/11-12	 7:05 p.m.	 8:04 p.m.
 Rosh Hashanah
9/13	  	 8:02 p.m.
9/18-19	 6:53 p.m.	 7:52 p.m.
9/20-21	 6:50 p.m.	 7:46 p.m.
  Yom Kippur
9/25-26	 6:42 p.m.
  Sukkot	  
9/26-27	 7:41 p.m.	  7:39 p.m.
  Sukkot
10/2 	 6:31 p.m.
  Shemini Atzeret	  
10/3-4	 7:30 p.m.	  7:28 p.m.
  Simchat Torah
10/9-10	 6:20 p.m.	 7:19 p.m.
10/16-17	 6:10 p.m.	 7:09 p.m.
10/23-24	 6:00 p.m.	 6:59 p.m.
10/30-31	 5:51 p.m.	 6:51 p.m.
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Monday	 7:15 a.m.	 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday	 8:00 a.m.	 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday	 8:00 a.m.	 7:30 p.m.

Thursday 	7:15 a.m.	 7:30 p.m.

Friday 	 8:00 a.m.	

Kabbalat 	          	 6:00 p.m.
 Shabbat		             

Shabbat	 9:45 a.m.

Sunday	 9:00 a.m.	 7:30 p.m.
All services are both online and
 in person. 

Inside This Issue …. 
Our prized volunteers. The congregation annually fetes a 
pair of members on Simchat Torah for their outstanding work to 
bolster Tikvat Israel’s religious, cultural and educational life. Read 
a full account of this year’s honorees, Hope Levy Kott and Jason 
Schwartz, on page 7.   

Relationship building. Our co-presidents, Beth Smith and Sally 
Kram, are launching a distinctive initiative this fall that will touch, in person, every 
member of our congregation. Read about their ambitious plan and what you can expect 
in the months ahead on page 4.   

Tripping on the holidays. You need not leave our syna-
gogue building on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur to expand your 
horizons. Congregant Danny Bachman has organized a series of 10 
side trips on sundry topics. See what’s slated and when on page 2.  

Government funds for our safety. Many of the security measures put in place 
to protect members of Tikvat Israel are paid for by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, better known as FEMA, and Maryland state government. Read what they are 
contributing to our safety at this time on page 3.  

Escalating opportunities for our youth. The arrival of 
Cantor Hinda Labovitz at Tikvat Israel heralds a rapid addition 
of new religious observance and formal education options for our 
youngest members. Read about Minions Minyan, AMITaI Junior 
Congregation and Mitzvah Mavericks on page 11. 

Good reading prevails. Five books make up the schedule of 2026-27 group dis-
cussions planned by the Women’s Network. They include a 2009 non-fiction work by 
Emmy Award winner Mitch Albom and a biography of Golda Meir. Three of the five 
sure-to-be lively discussions will be held in person at the synagogue, starting Sept. 23. See 
the full reading lineup on page 9. 

A STANDUP BALLPARK FAN
Rabbi Marc Israel was one of about 60 Tikvat Israel mem-
bers and friends who participated in the annual midsum-
mer baseball outing at Nationals Park arranged by the 
Women’s Network. See two more images from the large 
group outing on page 14.



TIKVAT ISRAEL SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 20262

TIKVAT ISRAEL 
DIRECTORY

Synagogue Office
Phone 301-762-7338
Fax 301-424-4399

Rabbi
Marc Israel
rabbi@tikvatisrael.org ext. 115

Rabbi Emeritus
Howard D. Gorin

Director of Community
 Engagement
Hinda Labovitz
hinda@tikvatisrael.org ext. 116

Cantor Emeritus
Rochelle Helzner

Co-Presidents
Sally Kram
Beth Smith

Executive Director
Aaron Chusid
aaron@tikvatisrael.org ext. 111

Office Staff
  Susan Davis
Office Manager
susan@tikvatisrael.org ext. 110

Nadia Palacios
Office Assistant
nadia@tikvatisrael.org

Tali Kobilo-Moav
Kim Parekh
Greeter/Receptionists

Joe Atkin
Kitchen Manager
kitchen@tikvatisrael.org

Early Childhood Director
Debbie Ungar
debbie@tikvatisrael.org ext. 129

Bulletin Co-Editors
Betty Fishman
Jay P. Goldman

Contributing Editors
Ellen Eisner 	 Janaki Kuruppu   
Amy Matathias	  

Design and Layout
lgt & associates, inc. 

2200 Baltimore Road 
Rockville, MD 20851
www.tikvatisrael.org

Shul Shorts

Monthly Simcha Shoutout 
The new monthly Simcha Kiddush is a shared luncheon where multiple members 

come together to co-sponsor and celebrate their simchas as one community. If you'd 
like to include your simcha in an upcoming month, reach out to Monica Meyer at 
monica.meyerpod@gmail.com.  

If you don't have a simcha coming up, the kitchen team can pair you with someone 
else who would just like to co-sponsor a kiddush. 

Reflective Prep for New Year 
Cantor Hinda Labovitz and her STa”M Studio are running a series of four ses-

sions, titled “Study, Reflect, Create,” in the leadup to the new Jewish year in TI’s Flax 
Library. Each session will feature a bit of Jewish text study, prompts for reflection 
and a variety of art modalities, including watercolor, collage poetry and drawing. The 
remaining two sessions are on Thursdays, Sept. 3 and 17, from 8-9:15 p.m. Register 
ahead at https://www.stamstudio.com/elul. 

Facilities Upkeep 
Tikvat Israel’s new custodial service firm began work on July 1. The company, 

SparkPro Solution, is owned and managed by Iber and Jimena Gonzales. They were part 
of our previous custodial company before launching their own operation.

Kitchen Manager
  Roz Kram
  rozsplace@yahoo.com

Wanna Take a Trip on the High Holidays?
Tikvat Israel's alternative High Holiday program is led by volunteer side-trip leaders. 

Ten side trips will run during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services as well as during the 
afternoon break between services on Yom Kippur.

This year’s slate of side-trip topics and session leaders appears below. The coordinator of 
this activity is Danny Bachman.

Each session lasts 40-55 minutes, and all sessions are designed to be interactive. Expect 
to participate, says Bachman — to think, to talk, to stretch your mind and/or your body, 
and perhaps even to sing.

Do you want to enhance your High Holiday experience by finding new ways to 
approach the themes of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur? Maybe you are looking for a way 
to keep focused during the Yom Kippur break? For these and other reasons, Tikvat Israel’s 
side trips are designed for you.

Rosh 
Hashanah 
Day 1 

10:25-11:15 a.m. Nancy Goldberg Energizing the Spirit: Qigong Movements for  
Rosh Hashanah 

    

  12:15-1:05 p.m. Cliff Fishman Repent. Atone. Do Teshuvah. Apologize. Forgive:  
What Do These Words Mean? What Do Our Sages Say?     

Rosh 
Hashanah 
Day 2 

11:30 a.m.- 
12:20 p.m. Jane Conner Teshuvah in Our Relationships: a 50-minute  

interactive workshop 
    

Kol Nidre 7:25-8:15 p.m. Rachel Laveer What Makes Jews Jewish?     
Yom 
Kippur 

10:30 –  
11:20 a.m. Jeff Smith Bikur Holim: What it is and Practical Ways to Give  

and to Receive     

  12:15-1:10 p.m. Lara Ballard What is the Jewish Religious Obligation Toward the Modern  
Nation-State of Israel?     

  
1:15-2:10 p.m. SEA Change Is the Jewish Social Justice Value Embedded in  

American Democracy?     
  2:15-3:10 p.m. Aaron Mannes Sound and the Shofar: A Guide to Hearing     
  3:15-4:10 p.m.. Mark Diamond Brit Milah: What to Think About Circumcision     
  4:15-4:55 p.m. Jason Schwartz High Holidays and Healing: an Exploration in Song     

 

mailto:rabbi%40tikvatisrael.org?subject=
mailto:aaron%40tikvatisrael.org%20?subject=
mailto:susan%40tikvatisrael.org?subject=
mailto:nadia%40tikvatisrael.org?subject=
mailto:debbie%40tikvatisrael.org?subject=
http://www.tikvatisrael.org
mailto:monica.meyerpod%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.stamstudio.com/elul
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State and Federal Grants Bolster TI’s Security Status  

First Evacuation Drill Staged 
on Shabbat Morning 

Tikvat Israel conducted its first-ever fire drill 
during Shabbat services on July 18 under the lead-
ership of the Security Committee and Executive 
Director Aaron Chusid.  

Dozens of Shabbat service participants filed out 
of the building through four designated exits, with 
direction from the organizers. The evacuation was 
intended to similate a response to a fire in another 
part of the building. 

“Several told me afterwards that they had been mem-
bers for decades and never even knew the emergency exits 
existed,” Chusid said in a report to the synagogue’s board of 
directors. 

Rusty Rosenthal, executive director of community security for the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Washington and director of JShield, its security arm, was in attendance to 
monitor the evacuation for purposes of a follow-up analysis. He also spoke to the congre-
gation during kiddush about the necessity to be prepared for the unexpected.  

Additional drills are being planned for other types of emergencies, such as active 
shooter/shelter-in-place. No dates are set for those drills, which also are likely to be con-
ducted on Shabbat mornings.

OFFICE STAFF IMPOSES 
STANDARD POSTING 

DEADLINES 
If you have information to share 

with congregants through B’kesher or 
the Shabbat Sheet, the synagogue office 
wants you to follow these submission 
deadlines.  

•	 B'kesher: For Tuesday issue, Monday by 3 
p.m.; for Friday issue, Thursday by 3 p.m. 

•	 Shabbat Sheet: Thursday by 3 p.m. 
During weeks when the office is closed 

for holidays or other reasons, please back 
up deadlines by one business day. 

Submissions should include the 
essential information sent in a single 
email, with embedded links for event 
registration, to office staffer Nadia 
Palacios at nadia@tikvatisrael.org. Please 
limit text to 50 words. 

If you need the office staff to build an 
event registration form, allow two addi-
tional days to construct and test the form. 
Palacios is willing to train anyone who 
would like to make his or her own forms.

Tikvat Israel has been awarded a $100,000 grant from 
Maryland state government and a $190,000 award from the fed-
eral government to fortify the synagogue’s security needs. 

The state money comes from Maryland Governor Wes Moore’s 
Office of Crime Prevention and Policy through the Protecting 
Against Hate Crimes grants program. 

“These funds will support our security staff and help make 
improvements to our social hall. These are real investments 
in keeping our congregation safe every time we gather,” said 
Executive Director Aaron Chusid. 

He added: “Thank you to Governor Wes Moore and the 
Maryland General Assembly for prioritizing the safety of houses 
of worship, and to our Safety and Security Committee and staff 
for making this application possible.” 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency selected Tikvat 
Israel to receive a $190,000 award under the FY ‘25 Nonprofit 
Security Grant Program. 

 This grant focuses on facility hardening, internal access and, 
to a limited degree, security personnel. The federal grant lasts 
three years, so it helps prepare for the coming year, Chusid said.  

In the next few weeks, the D.C. Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management Agency will issue its awards to the 
individual nonprofit entities designated by FEMA. Before using 
the money, TI representatives are required to attend a training 
and orientation session, which will review the obligations of a 
sub-award recipient, including programmatic reporting and reim-
bursement requirements. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency is a component 
of the Department of Homeland Security. In total, $266 million 
was awarded in the FY ‘25 Nonprofit Security Grant Program, 
which is funding nearly 1,600 faith-based organizations and other 
nonprofits across the United States. 

FEMA’s press release stated, in part: “In the face of violent 
criminals' and radical organizations' intent on hurting American 
communities, the Trump-Vance Administration is helping houses 
of worship, schools and community centers to harden their 
defenses against attacks. … These organizations include Christian, 
Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh and Jewish affiliated institutions. 
More than 60 percent of the available funding has been awarded 
to houses of worship.”

mailto:nadia%40tikvatisrael.org?subject=
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PRESIDENTS’ CORNER
Relationship Building

BY SALLY KRAM AND BETH SMITH, TIKVAT ISRAEL CO-PRESIDENTS

As we approach the High Holidays, 
the Tikvat Israel leadership is preparing 
for a very special new initiative.  

 
Starting in October, after Simchat 

Torah and continuing until Purim in late 
March, we, and our fellow officers and 
board members, plan to meet one-to-
one with our entire membership. These 
meetings will be personal check-ins with 
congregants.  

 
Our primary goal is to strengthen 

relationships and trust. To do that, we 
need to understand your experiences and 
needs. We also hope that through open 
discussions we will find out about your 
concerns and hopes for the synagogue’s 

future. In keeping with our mission to “Engage, Embrace, Inspire 
and Empower our Jewish Community,” we hope these meetings 
will identify opportunities for deeper engagement and inspiration. 

 
These meetings will in no way include fundraising conversa-

tions. They are planned and intended to be relationship‑building. 
Meeting informally face-to-face will give us the unique oppor-
tunity to hear you. They will provide you with the opportunity 
to share your thoughts, your needs, your interests, and, perhaps, 
your dreams. The date, time, and place will be up to you and at 
your convenience. 

 
All we ask is that when you are contacted by a member of 

our leadership team, please arrange to give us the opportunity to 
strengthen our relationship with you. 

 
As we start the new year together, we wish you and yours a 

Sweet and Happy New Year. L’shana tovah u’metukah!  

Beth Smith

Sally Kram

Meet Our Synagogue Security Desk Staff 
 BY BETH SMITH, TIKVAT ISRAEL CO-PRESIDENT 

 In the May-June issue of the Tikvat Israel Bulletin, you read 
about office staffers Susan Davis and Nadia Palacios. Now it’s time 
to learn about Tali Kobilo and Kim Parekh. 

They staff the desk in the front lobby, serving as friendly greet-
ers and handling the check-ins through screening of all visitors to 
the building. They also provide some office help. 

Born in New Orleans and raised in 
Atlanta, Kim had a bilingual (Spanish/
English) upbringing. Because of this, she 
has been trying to teach her twins Spanish, 
but she says it's been a struggle. It’s no 
surprise that Kim enjoys learning new 
languages as she speaks English, Spanish, 
Portuguese and intermediate French. 

 Kim is a proud holder of a bachelor's degree in business admin-
istration from Oglethorpe University. In January, she will pursue a 
master's in speech language pathology at Marymount University. 

She says she has felt welcomed at TI since Day 1. She has 
enjoyed learning about Judaism, but she says what she enjoys the 

most is meeting our congregants, the ECC parents and, most of 
all, the kids. 

Our other security staffer in the lobby, 
Tali, was born in Ashkelon, Israel. She 
earned her master's and Ph.D. from the 
Hebrew University/Hadassah Medical 
School and the Weizmann Institute of 
Science. She completed post-doctoral fel-
lowships at Johns Hopkins and the National 
Institutes of Health, where she worked 
on memory processes and interventions, 
implications for PTSD and the effects of 
exercise/ pharmacology on brain function, 
neurodegenerative diseases and aging. 

She enjoys the people at TI and being in a synagogue envi-
ronment. Her hobbies include reading, walking, and watching 
documentaries. 

We are certainly lucky to have both Tali and Kim to address 
our safety at Tikvat Israel. Together with Susan and Nadia, they 
bring so much knowledge and diversity to our staffing lineup. 

Kim Parekh

Tali Kobilo
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RABBI’S CORNER
Becoming a Great Synagogue

BY RABBI MARC D. ISRAEL

In his book Good to Great, Jim 
Collins writes that “Good is the enemy 
of great. And that is one of the key rea-
sons why we have so little that becomes 
great.” His theory is that when things are 
“good enough,” organizations lack the 
motivation to take the risks necessary to  
innovate and let the fear of failure stunt 
the organization’s growth. 

Tikvat Israel is a good synagogue. I believe 
we are at an inflection point where we can become a great synagogue.

By almost every measure, Tikvat Israel is successful. We have 
an unusually high level of participation for a synagogue our size, 
with our twice daily (hybrid) minyan, strong participation and 
attendance at our Shabbat morning services, an active Men’s Club, 
Women’s Network and Israel Affairs Committee. We are finan-
cially healthy in the moment and are looking to develop long-term 
financial stability. Our building is beautifully maintained, even as 
parts of it are aging. 

In addition, our SEA Change committee has helped us 
develop stronger relationships with our neighbors and elected 
officials. Our ECC is recognized as one of the top early childhood 
centers in the state, and Netivot, our religious school, is growing 
exponentially.  And this is just the tip of the iceberg of how good 
this congregation is.

What would it take for us to become great?

When I look at thriving synagogues, there is an excitement 
in the community that is palpable. There is a feeling that all the 
wheels are aligned and moving in the same direction. 

People who move to the area seek to live near these synagogues 
because their reputation precedes them. The davening is spirited, 
the volunteers work hard and are appreciated, the lobby is full 
of strollers on Shabbat morning. There are programs organized 
for every age group and across ages. But most importantly, the 
members feel supported by their community – not only by their 
friends, not only from the clergy, but by everyone who is part of 
the synagogue community.

I believe the synagogue’s decision to bring on Cantor Hinda 
Labovitz as our director of engagement and shlichah tzibbur has 
put us in position to make this leap to greatness. Her beautiful 
voice is already elevating our services, as Cantor Emeritus Rochelle 
Helzner did before her. I’m excited for those who haven’t heard 
her yet to experience her leadership on Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur – you will be amazed at the depth of her knowledge and 
her ability to encourage the congregation’s participation in prayer. 
But her leadership extends well beyond the bimah.

In August I took two weeks off, one for a family beach vaca-
tion and one to spend time at Camp Ramah in New England. In 
those two weeks, Cantor Labovitz created new logos and names 
for two junior congregation programs, developed new means to 
communicate with our families effectively and implemented the 

first Mini(ons) Minyan for pre-K – 2nd grade. When I watched the 
recorded tape of the service after that Shabbat, I was delighted to 
see 10 children following Cantor Labovitz onto the bimah to help 
lead the end of the service.

With Cantor Labovitz taking a lead on much of the program-
ming and education, I am now able to focus more time on the 
pastoral needs and building stronger relationships within the 
Tikvat Israel community. I look forward to working with Chesed 
Committee chair Hope Kott, membership chair Rachel Metz and 
bereavement chair Elissa Schwartz to develop a more consistent 
and systematic wraparound program to ensure we are aware when 
our members may need assistance and that we have the resources 
to help them. 

Growth and change are a necessary part of any living organism 
and every organization. If we stagnate, we begin to wither. Given 
the current demographics of our congregation, we cannot depend 
only on natural growth from our ECC and word-of-mouth from 
our members to ensure our future. I hope this year we will launch 
a branding process that expresses our unique role in the Jewish 
world, paired with a marketing campaign that helps young urban 
and suburban Jews seeking community discover Tikvat Israel.

When people ask me how I’m doing, I often respond that the 
world is a mess, but thankfully Abbey and our kids are thriving, and 
we are blessed to have all of our parents alive. What more could I 
want? My hope (pun intended) for Tikvat Israel is that when asked 
how we are doing, we will say that despite the wars, the growth of 
antisemitism, the threats to democracy and an uncertain economy, 
our synagogue is thriving. We are already so good. I hope you will 
join me in this journey as we strive to be great. 

Robust Beginning to 
Member Pledges 

Owing to an early flurry of membership pledges, Tikvat 
Israel stood at 64 percent of the congregation’s goal for the 
2026-27 fiscal year as of mid-August. 

In a report to the synagogue’s board of directors, Executive 
Director Aaron Chusid said the synagogue has received pledges 
from 52 percent of households (including about 80 percent of 
the governing board members), positioning TI for a successful 
pledge campaign. 

TI is counting on $758,000 in total pledges from members 
this year to pay for synagogue operations.  

Chusid reminds families that only households submitting 
a formal pledge by Sept. 1 will receive High Holidays services 
tickets in the mail. “Many of our members plan to make their 
payments as part of their end-of-year giving, and that's fine as 
long as we know to expect it,” he said.
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MMaayy  YYoouu  BBee  IInnssccrriibbeedd  iinn  tthhee  BBooookk  ooff  LLiiffee  ffoorr  aa  GGoooodd  YYeeaarr!!  

Tikvat Israel High Holidays Hospitality 2026/5787 

As is often true of Jewish holidays, there is a duality of themes. Both the Torah portions and the Haftorahs tell
us stories of loneliness and community. Sarah and Hannah both prayed for children. Sarah taught us joy as
she nursed all the children in the community when she bore Isaac at 100. Hannah taught us how to pray, 
speaking the words from her heart even when she was misunderstood. Both these women taught us that
prayer is communal.   

This message is a call-out to potential hosts and those who need a place to share the joy of the High Holidays.
If you need a place to go or have room at your table for the Yom Tov meals, please reach out to your fellow
congregants. Complete the form below by Sept. 4 and return it to Hope Levy Kott at hkott@aol.com. You may 
contact Hope directly at (301) 404-2098. 

Name ____________________________________

Best phone number/e-mail to reach you ____________________________________

For Hosts For Guests
 Yes! I/We would like to host a Yom Tov meal.
      I/We have room for as many as ______ people.

 Erev Rosh Hashanah, Friday, Sept. 11 
 the second  night, Saturday, Sept. 12 
 Yom Kippur break fast, Tuesday, Sept. 21

 Yes! I / We would like to attend a Yom Tov meal

 Erev Rosh Hashanah, Friday, Sept. 11
 the second night, Saturday, Sept. 12
 Yom Kippur break fast, Tuesday, Sept. 21

For Guests: List the names (and ages of children) of all who will be attending:

Name Age (if child)

Please indicate if your family (for both hosts and guests):

 does    does not keep kosher.
 does    does not eat exclusively vegetarian meals.
 does    does not observe traditional Yom Tov restrictions.

Please tell us anything else your host would need to know (allergies, transportation needs, accessibility, etc.)
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Two Exceptional Volunteers to be Honored on Simchat Torah 
BY JUDI FLEITMAN 

As we end and begin the cycle of reading Torah on Simchat Torah, 
it is Tikvat Israel’s custom to honor two members of the congrega-
tion: one when we read the last chapter of Deuteronomy, as Chatan 
Torah (bridegroom of the Torah), and the other when we read the 
first chapter of Genesis, as Kallat Beresheit (bride of the Torah).     

This year’s honorees, Hope Levy Kott and Jason Schwartz, 
both have made extraordinary contributions to the vitality of our 
congregation through their expertise, commitment to excellence 
and true dedication as volunteers, which uplifts us through tefillah 
(prayer) and chesed (loving-kindness).    

The congregation will honor these two congregants on Simchat 
Torah morning, Oct. 4, and during the kiddush luncheon follow-
ing services.    

Hope Kott is inspired by her observa-
tion that “there is a spark of Hashem in 
all of us and it’s up to us to nurture it.” 
Her professional career was as a confer-
ence planner, primarily for the National 
Institutes of Health. She now devotes 
her efforts to making life better for 
amputees as coordinator of the Rockville 
Amputee Support Group, empowering 
nearly 150 people to realize their abilities 
through managing membership, organiz-
ing activities and recruiting speakers for 
monthly meetings. She is both advocate 
and adviser (drawing from both her 

knowledge of logistics and personal experience) in compliance 
with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act.     

Kott and her husband, Phil, have been instrumental through 
their generosity of both funds and expertise in making TI acces-
sible. She particularly notes that she improved what on the High 
Holidays used to be referred to as “the wheelchair ghetto” by offer-
ing a far better seating plan, which enables wheelchair users to sit 
with their families, among other members of the congregation.     

She has been a TI member for about 40 years. She was founder 
of the Chavera Chesed at Tikvat Israel, which continues to provide 
comfort--especially to those who are alone or have experienced a 
recent illness or hospitalization—by advising people on how to find 
or donate accessibility supplies (wheelchairs, bedside commodes, 
shower chairs); organizing meal trains; and providing transporta-
tion to medical appointments or grocery shopping as needed.   

Kott serves our community in other ways, too, including pro-
viding shiva meals and performing the mitzvah of tahara (ritual of 
preparing and sitting with bodies prior to burial).   

She also undertakes matching hosts and congregants for Rosh 
Hashanah meals (see Home Hospitality form, page 6) and seders. 

Kott frequently reads to our ECC students, bringing not only 
a love of reading, but the invaluable lesson of normalizing interac-
tion with people with disabilities.   

Thanks to Hope, our lives are improved by her actions and by 
joining her in her efforts. 

Jason Schwartz continues to inspire 
Tikvat Israel congregants by his expertise 
in liturgical music and the kavanah he 
exemplifies.   

His is a frequent presence on the 
bimah leading services, serving as gabbai 
and reading Torah, Haftarot and Megillot.    

Schwartz credits both the example set 
by Cantor Emeritus Rochelle Helzner 
and the many opportunities for lay lead-

ership at Tikvat Israel. For him, religious leadership always has 
been a process of learning and growing, continually challenging 
himself to know more and do more and then sharing what he has 
learned so that others can participate, grow and lead.   

Schwartz says he acquired his skills “organically.” Beginning 
with skills learned in preparation for his bar mitzvah, Jason found 
an affinity for leading and leyning. His involvement with USY as a 
teen and college experiences as a singer in the acclaimed a capella 
group Pizmon, and working as a Rosh Tefillah at Jewish summer 
camp were instrumental in his development as a leader.    

He expanded upon his appreciation and skills as an adult, 
co-leading a community niggun circle and through learning 
opportunities offered by Hadar's Rising Song Institute. More 
recently, Jason has worked to draw even more of the congregation 
into communal song through niggun circles, song-based learning 
sessions and holiday music “Tune Lab” prep sessions, helping 
congregants become more familiar with the melodies and more 
confident joining in. 

Among his contributions, Schwartz has led youth services 
such as Yachad and Junior Congregation, helped with Torah Club, 
organized gabbai training and coordinated davening leaders after 
Cantor Helzner’s shift to part-time status. During the canto-
rial transition year, he worked with lay leaders to build a team 
approach to holiday davening, carrying forward the high standards 
Cantor Helzner set for prayer and musical leadership.  He knows 
those high standards will certainly be carried forward as he works 
with and learns from Cantor Hinda Labovitz. 

Schwartz cultivates service leaders through sharing his consid-
erable wealth of knowledge and his repertoire of tefillah (prayer) 
both to individuals and in a cohort setting. He also frequently 
leads or participates in daily minyanim and oversees scheduling 
daveners and leyners.  

After serving as Religious Practices Committee chair since 
2023, he recently assumed the new TI board position as vice presi-
dent of religious affairs, ensuring high standards for the religious 
practices of our synagogue. He sees Tikvat Israel’s greatest strength 
in our congregation’s openness to change and growth opportuni-
ties to ensure the long-term sustenance and the future of TI.     

Throughout his years at Tikvat Israel, Schwartz’s approach has 
been to learn, lead, teach and make room for others to lead. His 
commitment has helped strengthen a culture in which religious 
life is not simply created for the congregation, but by the congre-
gation, together.

Hope Kott with spouse 
Phil Kott

Jason Schwartz
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WOMEN’S NETWORK
Looking Ahead to Book Discussions, Art History and More  

BY BRENDA BROOKS, CO-PRESIDENT, TI WOMEN’S NETWORK

The Women’s Network leadership team is back in full force 
with a slate of new events for the upcoming program year. Please 
look for this year’s bookmarks listing some key program dates, 
during the High Holidays. 

 
We are now accepting Women’s Network dues for new and 

returning members. Dues will remain at $36 for a basic member-
ship and $54 for a sponsorship membership. Tikvat Israel’s High 
Holiday letter includes an attachment from Women’s Network 
with instructions for registration, dues payments and contribu-
tions to this year’s Torah Fund. 

 
Also, members can refer to the information in our newsletter 

emails. As with previous years, dues are payable via check sent 
to treasurer Elyse Bernstein, through PayPal payments, or by 
ShulCloud. Please notify Elyse in advance for ShulCloud pay-
ments. 

 
We are pleased that Ellie Diamond is continuing as our Torah 

Fund coordinator. See her Bulletin article (page 10) for further 
information on contributing to this worthy cause. 

 
Our first event for this program year is a book group discus-

sion on Wednesday, Sept. 23, at 8 p.m. via Zoom. The book to be 
discussed is Have a Little Faith, a True Story by Mitch Albom. This 
is a beautifully written story about two men from different faiths 
and communities. One is an elderly suburban rabbi and the other is 
an urban pastor. The author explores how these two characters find 
similarity in the way they employ faith when fighting for survival. 

 
Next up, on Sunday, Oct. 11, Women’s Network will host its 

opening event featuring art historian Nancy Kotz, who will give 
a slide presentation and talk on Jewish women artists. Kotz was 
recently profiled in the Washington Jewish Week and has been in 
demand as a speaker who champions Jewish visual arts to audi-
ences in the local area and beyond. She is the executive director of 
the Jewish Art Education organization. Women’s Network mem-
bers also will be treated to a delicious lunch that day, prepared by 
several of our volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering, see 
the Women’s Network newsletter for further details. As part of our 
program, there will be a collection of donations for Manna Food. 

 
We encourage members to pay their annual dues prior to our 

Oct. 11 kickoff, but we will accept payments at that program. 
Non-members are welcome to attend for a charge of $18. 

 
Recapping Women’s Network summer events: Our Nationals 

baseball game outing on July 12 was a big success. Unfortunately, 
the Nats lost against the New York Yankees, but we had a tremen-
dous turnout from Tikvat Israel. It was a lot of fun being together 
and seeing Tikvat Israel’s name listed among the special guests 
shown on the stadium’s outfield screen. We want to again thank 
Rebecca Salon for organizing this fantastic event on an annual basis. 

 
Also in July, several of our members attended the Women’s 

League for Conservative Judaism convention in Alexandria, Va. 
(See separate article, page 9.) 

 

In August, there were two events--a back-to-school supply 
drive, and a presentation and brunch in collaboration with the 
Men’s Club. The school supply drive has been organized every 
year by Women’s Network member Sandra Sheskin. We were 
pleased to forward many generous donations to Harmony Hills 
Elementary School and want to thank Sandra for continuing to 
organize this effort. 

 
A collaborative event with the Men’s Club on Sunday, Aug. 

16, featured Cantor Emeritus Rochelle Helzner’s son Jonah Agus 
as the speaker. He spoke about his new novel Danger in Jerusalem, 
sharing insights about this highly rated and exciting book. An 
optional brunch with delicious food also was part of this program. 
Women’s Network was pleased to be a co-sponsor. 

 
In closing, we want to thank our members for their continued 

support. We look forward to seeing you at our events. If you have 
any questions, suggestions, or wish to volunteer, contact me at 
bbrooksx@gmail.com.

mailto:bbrooksx%40gmail.com.?subject=
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TI Recognized at Women’s League International Convention 
BY SUSAN APTER, CO-PRESIDENT, TIKVAT ISRAEL WOMEN’S NETWORK 

Five members of our Women’s Network proudly represented 
Tikvat Israel at the Women’s League for Conservative Judaism’s 
2026 international convention, July 12-15 in Alexandria, Va.  

The TI representatives were able to accept the Jewels in the 
Crown award for the Women’s Network’s pacesetting efforts over 
the three-year period. The Women's League for Conservative 
Judaism presents this signature honor to recognize Sisterhood 
affiliates for exceptional achievements in education, cultural 
events, social action and community engagement. 

Highlights included davening with over 400 women at an adult 
bat mitzvah service, receiving the Jewels in the Crown award, rec-
ognizing our chapter’s achievements in programming, tikkun olam 
and active participation in Seaboard Region and Women’s League 
events over the past three years, and hearing from distinguished 
leaders such as Rabbi Bradley Artson and the new chancellor of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, Rabbi Mike Uram.  

In addition, our women had the chance to attend breakout ses-
sions about affiliate president training, membership, Judaic arts, 
Programming with Pizzazz and Sisterhood/synagogue relations. 

We networked with our sisters from near and far, shopped at the 
Judaica Fair and enjoyed engaging speakers such as Dr. Rachel 
Rubin, a urologist and expert on sexual medicine, and Scott Fried, 
an award-winning educator who spoke on “The ABCs of LGBTQ 
and Gender Identity.”  

On the final day of the convention, we witnessed the “passing 
of the gavel” as local resident Julia Loeb (this year’s speaker at our 
Women’s Network Shabbat on May 2) formally ended her term as 
international president of the WLCJ.

Accepting the Jewels in the Crown Award for TI’s outstanding chapter were 
Women’s Network members (from left) Bobbi Gorban, Elyse Bernstein, Susan 
Apter and Janice Balin. 

Mazel Tov
… to Judy Stern and Uzi Ben-Ami on celebrating their 
50th wedding anniversary 

… to Rebecca Salon and Jay Goldman on celebrating 
their 40th wedding anniversary 

… to Roni and Bob Silverstein on the bar mitzvah of 
grandson Henry Rashbaum on Oct. 3 in Plantation, Fla.  

… to Alice and David Gantz on the bar mitzvah in August 
of grandson Joshua Abraham Newman in St. Louis. 

Congregational Condolences
Tikvat Israel Congregation shares its condolences with 
member families who experienced the following deaths in 
 mid-June through mid-August: 

Robert Copaken, longtime member and brother-in-law of 
Leon Green and Rianne Melmed, on Monday, August 10 (27 
Av 5786). 

Edward Maiolatesi, father of congregant Tony Maiolatesi, 
father-in-law of Sandy Schwartz and grandfather of Talia Maio-
latesi, on Tuesday, June 23.  
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MEN’S CLUB 
Fall Activities for the Body and Mind  

BY SHEP ROEY, MEN’S CLUB CO-CHAIR

The Men’s Club, proud to have completed a successful first 
year, has several fall activities on the schedule:

•	 Sept. 6: Sukkah build. 10 a.m. start on the patio behind 
the shul. 

•	 Oct. 11: Sukkah takedown. 10 a.m. back patio of the shul. 
•	 Oct. 25: Speaker and Brunch with speaker Peter Cohen, 

a constitutional lawyer and author of In the Supreme Court’s 
Own Words: First Principles for Checking Presidential Power 
and Preserving the Republic.

  
On the drawing board are these additional activities in 2026-

27, with dates to be determined: 
•	 Tour of a kosher bourbon distillery and a kosher winery; 
•	 Dining at kosher restaurants and Men’s Club-sponsored meals;  
•	 Professor George Rebok of Johns Hopkins University on 

cognition, memory and healthy aging; 
•	 Tom Dunkel, journalist and author, on social issues and 

stories from his work with the Baltimore Sun, Washington 
Post and George Magazine; 

•	 Presentations by medical and education leaders from our 
own congregation and community; and 

•	 Dena Hirsh and Genie Glucksman on “The Generations 
After,” children of Holocaust survivors. 

We have fully integrated the Men’s Club into synagogue life 
with outstanding speaker programs, dinner events, hands-on 
activities and strong partnerships across the community. Our 
brunch event on Aug. 16, featuring novelist Jonah Agus, drew 
nearly 50 participants.  

As we look ahead, our goals remain clear: continue offering 
high quality speakers and activities, deepen collaboration with the 
Women’s Network and Membership Committee and support the 
evolving needs of our synagogue.   

Our mission is simple: to build strong friendships, support our 
synagogue and share engaging experiences. Whether you want to 
catch a ballgame, dive into fascinating lectures or taste local food 
or spirits, there is a place for you here.  

The Men’s Club invites you to become a member of our vibrant 
community. Membership is free (though we accept donations). 
Contact Joe Miller (joe51miller@gmail.com) or Shep Roey (sheproey@
gmail.com) to become a member.

Jonah Agus, son of Cantor Emeritus Rochelle Helzner, discussed the intrigu-
ing personal research behind his newly published book Danger in Jerusalem 
with about 50 congregants at an Aug.16 brunch event organized by the 
Men’s Club. (Photo by Jay P. Goldman)

Torah Fund Opens New Campaign with Musical Symbolism
BY ELLIE DIAMOND, TI CHAIR, TORAH FUND CAMPAIGN

As our Torah Fund Oseh Shalom campaign wrapped up at the 
end of June, I am happy to report that we exceeded our goal with 
$3,713.48 in donations. In doing so, we helped the Women’s 
League of Conservative Judaism’s Seaboard Region to exceed its 
goal of $97,940 by raising $106,065.

Thank you so much to all who donated.

Now, we are starting our campaign 
for 2026-27. The new theme is 
Shema Koleinu – Hear Our Voice! 
It was chosen to mark 40 years 
since the first female cantor was 
invested. This year’s Torah Fund 
pin with its joyful women and 
musical symbolism expresses the 
right of every woman’s voice to be 
heard as we celebrate this anniversary. 

Torah Fund helps to foster Jewish unity by supporting the 
global Conservative/Masorti institutes of higher education. 

Consider making a donation of $180 to receive this beautiful 
new pin. But please know that a donation in any amount is always 
welcome. As people often say, every little bit will help us to make 
our goal for the new campaign. 

The Women’s League encourages donations to be made online 
at www.wlcj.org. Scroll down to find information about Torah 
Fund and then click on the “Donate Here” button. If you do 
this online, please let me know so I can record it. However, if you 
choose to write a check, please make it out to Torah Fund and put 
"Tikvat Israel" on the memo line so our synagogue will receive the 
credit. Then, send it to me - Ellie Diamond, 2665 McComas Ave., 
Kensington, Md. 20895. I will fill out the transmittal form and 
forward it to the new Torah Fund office in New York. 

If you have any questions, please call me at 412-269-8766.

mailto:joe51miller%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sheproey%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sheproey%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.wlcj.org


TIKVAT ISRAEL SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2026 11

New Religious School Leadership Accompanies 
an Expanded Program 

 BY CANTOR HINDA LABOVITZ AND RONI SILVERSTEIN, VICE PRESIDENT OF EDUCATION 

EDUCATION AND YOUTH

The education programs at Tikvat 
Israel are getting ready for a creative and 
busy new year! 

We are so pleased to welcome Cantor 
Hinda Labovitz to Tikvat Israel as our 
director of community engagement. In 
this role, she will be directly involved with 
all of our education programs. Cantor 
Labovitz brings a wealth of knowledge 
and experience to Tikvat Israel, having 
served the past 12 years as cantor of Ohr 
Kodesh Congregation in Chevy Chase, 
Md. During much of that time, she also 
served as the director of the Alvin Browdy 
Religious School and taught more than 
200 b’nei mitzvah students. 

We are excited about our new Shabbat 
children’s programming, which you can 
read about in our TIK-Tock … TI Kids 
newsletter. We’ll be piloting some amaz-
ing programs this year, some of which 
met for the first time in August: 

•	 Minions Minyan for pre-K to 2nd 
grade. At Mini(ons) Minyan, we will 

celebrate Shabbat together with some t’filot, stories and 
movement.  

•	 AMITaI (“My people, TI”) Junior Congregation. This is 
a space for older elementary and middle school students 
to find their own voices as they lead their own services 
on Shabbat. This service is geared toward students in 3rd 
through 7th grades.  

•	 Mitzvah Mavericks, a pre-b’nei mitzvah class for 5th and 
6th graders and their parents. This group will hold its first 
meeting on Shabbat, Oct. 17, from 9 to 10 a.m.  

For more information about any of these programs, contact 
Cantor Labovitz at hinda@tikvatisrael.org. Tikvat Israel also will 
have many exciting holiday events for families during September 
and early October. Stay tuned for announcements.  

Religious School  
Our Hebrew School, Netivot, is continuing to expand. We will 

offer kindergarten through 5th grade classes this year. All students 
will attend Netivot on Sundays from 9:30-11:30 a.m., and our day 
will have a “soft start” at 9:15 a.m. with a T’filah Jam Session in the 
lobby. Students in 3rd, 4th and 5th grades also will attend Wednesday 
classes at Tikvat Israel from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., which will include 
dinner. Netivot’s Wednesday classes will begin Sept. 30 in the sukkah, 
and Sunday classes will begin after Simchat Torah on Oct. 11.  

Registration for Netivot is still open on our website. For more 
information, contact Roni Silverstein at Roni.silverstein@gmail.
com  or Cantor Labovitz at hinda@tikvatisrael.org. 

Looking Ahead 
We are anticipating many family and congregation-friendly 

celebrations coming this year. These include a Netivot Parent 
Meet and Greet,  continuation of our extraordinary EFN fam-
ily dinners, a Sukkot congregation celebration dinner, Family 
Simchat Torah, EFN and congregation Hanukkah events, EFN 
Yom HaAtzmaut Dinner, Netivot Mother’s Day Shabbat and an 
EFN Shavuot Picnic. 

EFN stands for the ECC Family Network, functioning simi-
larly to a PTA or parent-teacher organization.  

At least once a month, the Minions 
Minyan will be held on Shabbat in 
the Youth Lounge adjacent to the 
sanctuary for pre-K to 2nd  graders. 
(Photo by Jay P. Goldman)

TEN HUMAN SERVICE GROUPS BENEFIT 
FROM TZEDAKAH HAVURAH GIFTS 

This year's total tzedakah collection at Tikvat Israel 
amounted to $2,411.65. These funds came from the 
pushkah, Purim canisters and directed donations 
through Shul Cloud.  

 
The Tzedakah Havurah made allocations to 10 organiza-

tions, with each receiving $231. They included Ogen (Israel Free 
Loan Association), B’nai Brith’s Project Hope, Dror Israel, Eli, 
Israeli Association of Child Protection, First Book of Greater 
D.C., Leket Israel (Israeli Food Bank), the Good People Fund, 
Nourish Now, Small Things Matter and Tree House Child 
Advocacy of Montgomery County. 

 
The total allocations came to $2,310, leaving $101.65 in the 

account to begin the 2026-27 tzedakah year.  
 
The Tzedakah Havurah has been able to make such alloca-

tions because of the everyday generosity of the TI community.  
 
You may also give tzedakah using our virtual pushkah at 

https://tikvatisraelrockville.shulcloud.com/payment.php.Direct 
your donation by entering Tzedakah Havurah in the section 
that says “add a note” or “add special instructions.”  

 
The havurah’s members are Hope Kott (chair), Dan Jacobs, 

David Gantz, Robbi Cohen, Elyse Bernstein, Marsha Lyons 
and Roz Kram.

Roni Silverstein

Cantor Hinda Labovitz

mailto:hinda%40tikvatisrael.org?subject=
mailto:Roni.silverstein%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Roni.silverstein%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hinda%40tikvatisrael.org?subject=
https://tikvatisraelrockville.shulcloud.com/payment.php.
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TIKVAT ISRAEL SEA CHANGE
Candidate Elections: Our Work Is Not Finished 

BY ANNA LEVY AND DEBBIE AMSTER, TI SEA CHANGE CO-CHAIRS 

In June, D.C. residents and Marylanders partici-
pated in primary elections to select candidates to run 
in the general elections in November. 

Our work is not done. In November, it is critical 
to show up at the polls or submit a mail-in ballot 
to vote in our local and statewide elections. We are 
reminded to exercise our freedom to vote to determine who gov-
erns our communities and the greater regions where we live and 
work. Check your voter registration and/or volunteer at your local 
election board at https://elections.maryland.gov. 

Be informed and help inform others so everyone knows what 
is at stake in this election. The County Board of Education elec-
tion is particularly important as it is a non-partisan election, and 
it may not be as easy to determine who supports your values. 

In the coming year, TI SEA Change team members are working 
on programs and actions, some in partnership with TI Women’s 
Network, Men’s Club and Netivot, and with our partners in SEA 
Change DMV congregations, Jews United for Justice and Action 
in Montgomery/MD Just Cause Alliance. 

We continue to grow connections with our Faith 250 (https://
faith250.org) cluster partners, Rockville Interfaith Coalition led 
by Rabbi Israel and clergy from three local churches. Cluster con-
gregations came together at TI on July 1 to share a potluck dinner 
and a clergy-led discussion of the Declaration of Independence. 
The next gathering is being planned. A small grant from A More 

Perfect Union (www.jewishdemocracy.org) will sup-
port this effort. 

This is just a sample of what is coming:
•	 Support our immigrant neighbors: Sign up to 
be notified of upcoming immigration actions as they are 
announced. If you are not already on the email alerts 
list, contact Judi Fleitman (yehuditfleit@gmail.com). 

•	 Yom Kippur side trip: Is the Jewish Social Justice Value 
Embedded in American Democracy? 

•	 Visit the Josiah Henson Museum: Learn on Nov. 8 
about the life of the Rev. Josiah Henson, the history of 
slavery in Montgomery County, and the ongoing struggle 
for racial equality. 

•	 2027 Legislative Preview on Dec. 13 with TI member 
Maryland Del. Anne Kaiser. 

•	 Learn about food insecurity and support the food pan-
try at Living Faith Lutheran Church in December with 
the Women’s Network. 

•	 Honor MLK Day in a discussion of the PBS series “Black 
& Jewish America: An Interwoven History” on Jan. 17. 

 If you would like to be added to the TI SEA Change email list-
serv, contact Bob Silverstein (rsilverstein301@gmail.com). For more 
information about TI SEA Change, contact Anna Levy (anna_levy@
verizon.net) or Debbie Amster (debbieamster@comcast.net).  

 
Wishing everyone in our Tikvat Israel family a healthy, peaceful 

and free 5787.

Start the New Year with a Book About the Jewish Holidays 
BY JANICE ROSENBERG, LIBRARY COMMITTEE CHAIR

The High Holidays are among the most sacred and meaning-
ful times in the Jewish calendar, ushering in the start of a new 
year with reflection, renewal and hope. Through Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur and Sukkot, we reflect on the past year, deepen our 
spiritual connection, and use this time as an opportunity to set 
new intentions for the year ahead. 

Here are a few books about the Jewish holidays available to 
borrow through TI’s Flax Library: 

Celebration: The Book of Jewish Festivals by Naomi Black. 
Explains the origins of the six major Jewish holidays. 

Entering the High Holy Days: A Guide to the History, Prayers and 
Themes by Reuven Hammer. Provides historical background and 
interpretation of the ideas, practices and liturgy. 

The Jewish Holidays: A Guide and Commentary by Michael 
Strassfeld, Arnold M. Eisen and Betsy Platkin Teutsch. Examines 
the meanings of the Jewish holidays and how to observe them. 

The Jewish Home: A Guide to the Jewish Holidays and Life Cycles 
by Daniel B. Syme. Covers the history and meanings of the Jewish 
holidays and important rituals. 

In the Jewish Tradition: A Year 
of Festivities and Foods by Judith B. 
Fellner. Features Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Hanukkah, 
Purim, Pesach and Shavuot. 

The Jewish Way: Living the 
Holidays by Irving Greenberg. 
Includes the religious significance 
of the Jewish holidays. 

To find books about the Jewish 
holidays and other topics, search TI’s library’s online catalog. Open 
TI’s website and under “Study,” click on “Flax Library Catalog.” 
To borrow a book, send an email to TikvatIsraelLibrary@gmail.
com.  

Did You Borrow? 
Unfortunately, library books do sometimes go missing. If you 

borrowed The Fish That Ate the Whale, The Midwife of Auschwitz, 
We Were the Lucky Ones or The World That We Knew from the Flax 
Library, please send an e-mail to TikvatIsraelLibrary@gmail.com or 
return them in the box marked “Returns” in the Flax Library or the 
one below the pop-up library in TI’s lobby — no questions asked! 

Books about the Jewish holidays 
are available to borrow in TI’s Flax 
Library. (Photo by Janice Rosenberg)

https://elections.maryland.gov
https://faith250.org
https://faith250.org
http://www.jewishdemocracy.org
mailto:yehuditfleit%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rsilverstein301%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:anna_levy%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:anna_levy%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:debbieamster%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:TikvatIsraelLibrary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:TikvatIsraelLibrary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:TikvatIsraelLibrary%40gmail.com?subject=
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BROADMAN-KAPLAN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Pre-School Gears Up for Exciting Year at TI 
BY DEBBIE UNGAR, DIRECTOR, BROADMAN-KAPLAN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

The ECC is excited to start the 2026-
27 school year. We continue to offer a 
high-quality, child-centered program with 
flexible hours that are available at few 
other schools. 

Our program is accredited by the 
Maryland State Department of Education, 
and we proudly participate in Maryland 
Excels, the state’s quality rating and 

improvement system for childcare programs. We have achieved a 
level 5, the highest level possible. 

Our dedicated and caring staff brings warmth, professionalism 
and excitement to our program. We have exciting activities and 
special programs planned for the year ahead, and we are thrilled 
to welcome many new students and families to our community. 
As of mid-August, the ECC has 57 children enrolled, and families 
continue to reach out to schedule tours as we prepare for the new 
school year. 

We are excited to share that, through Montgomery County's 
Early Childhood Services/Child Care Support Services, an infant 
and early childhood mental health consultant will partner with 
our program to support the social and emotional well-being of 
the children, educators and families in our community. Dawn 
Iannaco Hahn, a trained professional with expertise in early child-
hood development and infant and early childhood mental health, 
will serve in this role. 

Dawn's primary role is to work collaboratively with our educa-
tors to help create nurturing, responsive classroom environments 
that support every child's social, emotional and developmental 
success. In addition, she is available to partner with families by 
offering strategies, resources and guidance to support the chil-
dren's growth and development both at school and at home. 

The children will continue to have morning special activities 
that add to our educational and child-centered school program. 
On Mondays, all classes have music with Ellie Schuchman where 
children experience the joy of singing, movement and musical 
exploration. 

On Tuesdays, Marcie Nadler teaches our pre-kindergarten 
class using her innovative J-STEM program, which she created 
to explore science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
through a Jewish lens. Marcie also serves as a valuable resource for 
our entire school, helping teachers identify meaningful opportu-
nities to integrate STEM concepts with Judaic learning. 

On Wednesdays, we are fortunate to welcome guest readers 
from the congregation to share stories with our classes in the 
library. We are especially grateful to Carol Chelemer for organiz-
ing this wonderful program and fostering a love of reading within 
our school community. 

On Thursdays, our pre-kindergarten class visits the library for 
story time and library skills. During these visits, the children learn 
how to locate books and develop the confidence and excitement to 
choose books they can enjoy reading at home with their families. 

 On Fridays, the entire school joins together for our beloved 
Shabbat Sing led by Adrienne Suson of Rhythm ‘N’ Ruach. This 
joyful music program combines Jewish music, movement and 
rhythm instruments, creating a meaningful and engaging way to 
celebrate Shabbat as a community. 

Before the school year begins, the ECC staff will spend a week 
preparing classrooms and participating in professional develop-
ment. This year, we will be taking part in Creating Calm in Your 
Classroom, a mindfulness program focused on social-emotional 
learning in early childhood education. We will also renew our 
CPR and First Aid certifications, ensuring that we continue to 
provide a safe and nurturing environment for every child. 

We are grateful to the Helen Raucher Memorial ECC Staff 
Development Fund and to the generosity of Stephen Raucher 
for funding these valuable professional learning opportunities for 
our educators. This support allows our staff to continue grow-
ing professionally and bringing the very best practices into our 
classrooms. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year in the ECC. 
Wishing everyone a Shana Tovah!

Two Decades of Service 
Limor Dahan (center) celebrated her 20th year of employ-

ment at TI’s Broadman-Kaplan Early Childhood Center through 
a celebratory lunch with colleagues and synagogue representatives 
in the Flax Library on Aug. 19. She also was a foundational part 
of the Netivot religious school and represents the longest-serving 
active employee at TI.  

The lunch in her honor and a professional learning program 
for the full ECC staff that day were underwritten by the Helen P. 
Raucher Memorial ECC Staff Development Trust, part of TI's 
Fund for the Future. Congregant Steve Raucher was on hand for 
the appreciation lunch.
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Major Turnout for Shul’s                 
Nats Outing

The summer’s synagogue baseball outing, co-sponsored by the 
Women's Network and the Men’s Club, drew nearly 60 members 
and friends to see the Washington Nationals fall to the New York 
Yankees, 5-3, on July 12. Rabbi Marc Israel and members of his 
family were among those rooting for the Nats. Rebecca Salon 
served as event organizer. 

BE A WELCOMING PRESENCE ON SHABBAT
Would you consider being an official greeter to welcome 

those coming to Shabbat services at Tikvat Israel?
The assignment is simple but meaningful: Opening the shul’s 

front door as worshippers arrive and welcoming them with a 
warm Shabbat shalom. If someone is new to our synagogue, you 
direct them to the sanctuary (or point them to the coat room if 
they have a garment to hang).

A walkie-talkie should be ready and waiting on the supply 
table outside the sanctuary entrance for you to use in an emer-
gency. It is connected to the county police officer in the parking 
lot and should be used to alert them of any trouble.

Greeter coordinator Felicia R. Black provides on-site support. 
Contact her with your interest at feliciarblack@msn.com.  Or use the 
sign-up site for greeter volunteers at: https://bit.ly/TI_Shab_Greet.

Volunteering for Dinner               
Service at Stepping Stones 

Since the start of COVID, Tikvat Israel 
has been providing meals several times a 
year for the Stepping Stones family 
shelter in Rockville. 

During the worst of COVID, we brought lunch for the residents, 
since it wasn’t safe for them to go job-seeking during the day.   Once 
COVID subsided, however, the meal requirement changed from 
lunch to dinner.  

On July 8, nine TI congregants (plus an ECC teacher whose 
class previously did this as a tzedakah project) prepared a kid-
friendly dinner of chicken, rice, string beans and brownies for the 
24 adults and children at the shelter. 

Volunteers included Limor Dahan, Ellen and Sherman Eisner, 
Abbey Frank, Richard Gelula, Bruce Goldin, Tamah Graber, 
Paula Kasper and Sandy and Larry Levine. 

New volunteers are most welcome to sign up for this worthwhile 
activity. Dinner items needed are always a mix of make-at-home 
and purchasable foods, so it’s for cooks and non-cooks alike.  

The next date for volunteering at Stepping Stones is Wednesday, 
Oct. 14. Watch for more information in B’kesher, or contact Ellen 
Eisner (eeisner@comcast.net). 

mailto:feliciarblack%40msn.com?subject=
https://bit.ly/TI_Shab_Greet
mailto:eeisner%40comcast.net?subject=
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APPRECIATION BRUNCH 

The Chelemer & Smith Family Volunteer Recognition Fund, which is part of TI’s 
Fund for the Future, supports an annual appreciation brunch for several dozen 
of the shul’s most committed volunteers. Carol Chelemer welcomed the at-
tendees at this year’s invitational event in mid-July. (Photo by Jay P. Goldman)

GAMES ENGAGE OUR MILLENNIALS GROUP 

Tikvat Israel's Millennials Group gathered in July for a fun-filled game night, 
with about a dozen people enjoying an evening of board games, conversation 
and shared snacks. It was a wonderful opportunity to connect, laugh and 
build community. More events are being planned. To join the Millennials Group 
listserv to be informed about upcoming activities, contact Nataly Schwartz at 
nataly.schwartz1@gmail.com. 

TI ARTIST: PULL UP A CHAIR 
Congregant Cindy Renteria 
is part of an art show titled 
“Pull Up a Chair Group Show: 
A Different Perspective” at the 
Arts Barn in the Kentlands in 
Gaithersburg. The official open-
ing is set for Thursday, Sept. 
10, from 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
the show will run through Oct. 
12. Contact Renteria for more 
information at cindyart1@
yahoo.com. Her website: www.
cindykrenteria.com.

mailto:nataly.schwartz1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cindyart1%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:cindyart1%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.cindykrenteria.com
http://www.cindykrenteria.com
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Tikvat Israel Remembers With Respect Those Whose Yahrzeits 
Occur From from 19 Elul - 19 Tishrei— September 2026

September 1
19 Elul
Anna Esther Askow
Sanford Belkin
Louis Chernoff
Abraham Hamburg
Meyer J. Levin
Alan Robinson
Morris Rosenthal

September 2
20 Elul
Mollie Berly Lipofsky
Mildred Sterman
Mayer Zlotnick

September 3
21 Elul
Lew Cyrulnik
Leah Mayer
Fannie Rosen
Irwin Marvin Towers

September 4
22 Elul
Edward Chait
Mary Kessler
Neil Newman
Hyman Pachenker
Arthur H. Yedwab

September 5
23 Elul
Leon Altschuler
Beverly Caplan
Chasse Freda Chait
Samuel Kline
Bess Lavine
Clara Phillips
Minnie Polansky
Naomi J. Rappaport
Scott J. Rappaport
Aaron Segal
Robert Solomon

September 6
24 Elul
Alice Abramson
George Becker
Jennie Derene
Sara Goldman
Mortimer Lowenfeld
Tillye Weintraub

September 7
25 Elul
Lillian Berman
Jack Feigin
Eva Mae Futrovsky
Paul Herman
Carolyn Hockstein
Hilda Hoffman
Clara Lichter
Fred Meyers
Diane Soldano
Rosemary Stoll

September 8
26 Elul
Donald Andrews
Rebecca Harrison
Pearl Kaplan
Sadie Polikoff Levy
David Sakoff
Arnold Shaw
Sheldon Small

September 9
27 Elul
Barbara Cohen
Chaim Mandel
Gerda Tuchler

September 10
28 Elul
Bette Bronstein
Dorothy Marder
David Morris
Ida Tamor Wiltchik 

Raymon

September 11
29 Elul
James W. Church
Rose Hein
Ronen Eliezer Labovitz
Anne Steinberg

September 12
1 Tishrei
Rae Axelrod
Melvin Banks
Janet Kabik
Lena Leise
Ruth Plafker
Margaret Schreiber

September 13
2 Tishrei
Michael P. Rappaport

September 14
3 Tishrei
Gertrude Appel
Samuel Gorelick
Anna Georgia Schneider
Solomon Shapiro
Jeffrey Weiss

September 15
4 Tishrei
Max Apt
Rita Kleinman
Irwin Krakaur
Samuel Meyers
Isadore Parzow
Charles Rom
George Simball
Esther Stanhill
Estelle Waxman

September 16
5 Tishrei
Abraham Amchin
William Horwitz
Ernest Jennes
Sanford Starobin
Isaac Meir Sterling

September 17
6 Tishrei
Sidney Adler
Michael Berman
Lena Cohen
Seymour Greene
Fay Halpern
Susan Newman
Morris Ridberg
George Sharlot

September 18
7 Tishrei
Sidney Bender
Fanny Chelemer
Steve Eisenberg
Sarah Goldstein
Jennie Lavine
Harold Saldinger

September 19
8 Tishrei
Carl Berger
Libby Cohen
Alvin Feinsilber
Joseph David Fertel
Louise Goldstein
Leo David Kronzek
Ray Shapiro

September 20
9 Tishrei
Rose Friedman
Robert Grossman
Melvin Jackson
Mildred Meltzer
Albert Mukasey
Bernard Newman
Gertrude Hirsch Reiner
Kalman Roey
David Shetzich
Renee Tropp
Tobie Waxler

September 21
10 Tishrei
Leila Dunsmore
Michael Goldstein
Selma Jackson
Tov Yehuda Jaffe
Robert Katz
Claire Lellouche
Moise Lellouche
David Lieberman
Miriam Ludwinowitz
Maurice Pressman
Ethel Schneider

September 22
11 Tishrei
Shirley Allen
David Chefer
Michele Eisenberg

September 23
12 Tishrei
Marion Bauman
Lena Brittner
Alex Kreisman
Tillie Jarcho
Doris Warren

September 24
13 Tishrei
Laurel Anchors
Rose Freedman
Lewis Godfrey
Marcia Gruss Levinsohn
Irene Kline
Fred S. Zusman

September 25
14 Tishrei
Edward Fishman
Stanley First
Albert Freed
Saul B. Friedman
Ada Jacobs
Marie Lebowitz
Manny Senzer

September 26
15 Tishrei
Arthur Finstein
Charles Goldman
Maurice Kahn
Paul Kerman
Hannah Dinah Scolnik

September 27
16 Tishrei
Alexander Beck
Eleanor Berman
Pauline Kram
Ita Vainer
Carl Zebooker

September 28
17 Tishrei
Belle Beck
Edith Raphelson Botkin
Felix Eichtersheimer
William H. Glater
Noach Hoffman
Lawrence Morrison
Robert Oakley
Avshalom Saadian
Aaron Stein
Harry West

September 29
18 Tishrei
Herman Iskow
Dena Leep
Barbara Ann Schecter

September 30
19 Tishrei
Lillian Bloom
Ruth Gordon
John Mandel
Irene Saltzburg
Stan Smith
Ivan Tempchin



TIKVAT ISRAEL SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2026 17

Tikvat Israel Remembers With Respect Those Whose Yahrzeits 
Occur From from 20 Tishrei - 20 Cheshvan  — October 2026

October 1
20 Tishrei
Samuel Danoff
Muriel Joy Horowit
Celia Kornhauser
Edward John Urban

October 2
21 Tishrei
David Fineman
Charles Futrovsky
Lena Moskowitz
Rosalie Peck
Bea Solomon
Benny Waxman

October 3
22 Tishrei
Julius Auerbach
Sidney Bannor
Harry Berlin
Rose Fragin
Moshe Gordon
Tzipa Gordon
Robert M. Grossmann
Rae Caplan Mensh
Alvin Solomon

October 4
23 Tishrei
Miriam Lichter Block
Albert Copaken
Lilly Greifinger
Gerald Kaiz
Janice Kirschenbaum
Philip Marco
Sylvia Rosenhaft

October 5
24 Tishrei
Benson B. Kessler
Henry Meyers
Clinton Newman
Leonard Teitelbaum
Max Winter

October 6
25 Tishrei
Adolph Berger
Marcelle Copaken
Samuel J. Feldman
Benjamin Gorfine
Harry Koeppel
Max Seiler

October 7
26 Tishrei
Adel Erdman
Muriel Mickey Goldstein
Max Shulman
Linda Yun

October 8
27 Tishrei
Maurice Becker
Ruth Caplan
Abraham Kaplan
Carole Klein
Adair Lederman
Marjorie Shulman
Yetta Yanoff

October 9
28 Tishrei
Lorraine Aronson
Cille Ridberg
Alex Silbert
Grace Turkewitz

October 10
29 Tishrei
Norbert Eckstein
Benito Pazo

October 11
30 Tishrei
Maurice Berk
Naomi Cohen Berman
Alan Eisenberg
Pearl Krepchin
Nestor Ratesh
Jerome Seiler
Sandra Beverly Shore
Phillip Edward Sokol
Ida Spector
Kenneth Bradley Urban
Alexander S. Zelenka

October 12
1 Cheshvan
Evelyn Berlin
Robert W. Birrell
Esther Feller
Karen Hirsch-Harari
Israel H. Steinberg

October 13
2 Cheshvan
Claire Licht
Fanny Raucher
Jacob Shedroff
Louis Steiner
Abraham Tempchin
Rhea Weinbrom

October 14
3 Cheshvan
Nathan Beck
Morris Fine
Alice Levin
Dorothy Low
William Nussbaum
Eugene Schwartz
Franklin Yasmer

October 15
4 Cheshvan
Jerry J. Brown
David Goldman
Paul Kasper
Marvin Podgor
Louis Sandler

October 16
5 Cheshvan
Jacob Armoza
Stephen Shulman

October 17
6 Cheshvan
Samuel Einbinder
Samantha Jane Kessler
Jeanette Meyers
Naomi Rothstein
Arthur Spanier

October 18
7 Cheshvan
Philip Bress
Geraldine Braunstein
Louis Burck
Robert Jarcho
Philip Phillips

October 19
8 Cheshvan
Michael Bailey
Alexander Ben Ami
Phyllis Berger
Lena Gantz
Dorothy Glaser
Jacques Kahn
Mary Seslan

October 20
9 Cheshvan
Daniel E. Berlyne
Mae Bernstein
Lester Earl Cohen
Sylvia Gorban
Carol Krakaur
Judy Lerman
Leon Morrison
Lee Rosen
Julia Rosenlicht
David N. Shedroff

October 21
10 Cheshvan
Max Hirschman
Abraham Krugman
Bernard Levitt
Clara Reinhardt

October 22
11 Cheshvan
Arthur Aronson
Margit S. Elkins
Eva Epstein
Harry Gordon
Jacqueline Harris
Ruth Levinstein
Menachem Lidert
Belle Meyers
Benjamin Raucher
Howard Schimmel
Irving Shantz

October 23
12 Cheshvan
Irving Allen
Bertha Gudelsky
David Kline
Renata Lidert
Nancy Kanow Simpson

October 24
13 Cheshvan
Dora Fraeman
Morris Hanig
Clara Kandalis
Rose Kaplan
Ruth Nagelbush
Anne K. Robinson
Dora Thaler
Solomon Zeidman

October 25
14 Cheshvan
Lester Finkelstein
Mollie Ginberg
Carolyn Haller
Bessie Helzner
Anna Marmor
Jacob Marmor
Morton Aaron Rosen
Benjamin Saperstein

October 26
15 Cheshvan
Nathan Askow
Arthur Henry Bowen
Lorraine Fried Gelula
Louis Kornhauser
Rose Rosenbloom
Sadie Steckler

October 27
16 Cheshvan
Harry Kensky
Morry Nisenson
Danny Presman

October 28
17 Cheshvan
Lena Glick
Ada Punitzer
Muriel Rosenberg

October 29
18 Cheshvan
Alvin Fineman
Donald Futrovsky
Judy Katz-Berger
David Jacob Lerner
Mark Sandler
Benno Stein
Estelle Stolovy

October 30
19 Cheshvan
Louis Bogage
Daniel Bronstein
Harold Davis
Estelle Freedman
Selma Horwitz
Maida Nussbaum
Shirley Rubinstein Rodes

October 31
20 Cheshvan
Sara Burck
Jennie Jaffe Flax
Martin Rosenlicht
Russell Keith Rosner
Saul Stutz
Max Wottitzky
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SEPTEMBER 2026
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 3018 Tishrei17 Tishrei16 Tishrei

15 Tishrei14 Tishrei13 Tishrei12 Tishrei11 Tishrei10 Tishrei9 Tishrei

8 Tishrei7 Tishrei6 Tishrei5 Tishrei4 Tishrei3 Tishrei2 Tishrei

1 Tishrei29 Elul28 Elul27 Elul26 Elul25 Elul24 Elul

23 Elul22 Elul21 Elul20 Elul19 Elul

19 Tishrei

9:45 A Sukkot Service
1 P Sukkot Niggun Circle
6 P Sukkot Cong Dinner

9 A Minyan
10:30 Judean Gardens Kever Avot

6:45 P Kol Nidre
6:50 P Candlelighting ����

9:00 A Preliminary Service
9:30 A Rosh HaShanah

5 P Minchah/Maariv
5:45 P Tashlich
8:02 P Havdalah

9 A Minyan
10 A Sukkah Build & Back to Shul

2 P Kever Avot Ceremony

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan7:15 A Minyan

7:15 A Minyan

7:15 A Minyan

7:15 A Minyan

7:15 A Chol HaMoed Minyan
6:30 P Millenials Sukkot Dinner

9:20 A Preliminary Service
9:30 A Yom Kippur Service

5 P Minchah, Neilah &
Shofar Blowing

7:46 ✨ Havdalah

5:29 A Fast Begins
7:15 A Minyan

8 A Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan
8:15 P Elul Beit Midrash

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan
7:51 P Fast Ends

7:30 P Minyan

7:39 P ✨ Havdalah

7:30 P Minyan

6:00 Kabbalat Shabbat

6:00 Kabbalat Shabbat

6:30 Erev Rosh HaShanah

6:30 Kabbalat Shabbat

9:30 A Preliminary Service

9:30 A Preliminary Service

9:00 A Preliminary Service

9:30 A Preliminary Service
9:45 A Shabbat Service - 

Labor on the Bimah
Nitzavim-Vayeilech

10:45 Mini(ons) Minyan
8:15 P ✨ Havdalah

8:45 P Selichot

9:45 A Shabbat Service

9:45 A Shabbat Service

9:30 A Rosh Hashanah I

Sukkot I

Shabbat Shuva/Ha'azinu

6:42 P Candlelighting ����

6:53 P Candlelighting ����

7:05 P Candlelighting ����

7:16 P Candlelighting ����

7:41 P Candlelighting ����

7:52 P ✨ Havdalah

8:04 P Candlelighting ����

Elul 5786 - Tishrei 5787

All events subject to change. Please read
B'Kesher for the latest status.

Labor Day
ECC Closed

���� Erev Rosh Hashanah
ECC Closed

���� Rosh Hashanah I

5 P Minchah/Maariv

���� Rosh Hashanah II ✡ Tzom Gedaliah

11:15 A Auntie A

✡ Erev Yom Kippur
✡ Yom Kippur

ECC Closed

8 P Board Meeting 8 P Women’s Network Book Club

���� Erev  Sukkot
ECC Closed at Noon

���� Sukkot I

1:30 P Open Sukkah at R. Israel’s

���� Sukkot II
���� Sukkot III (CH’M)

���� Sukkot IV (CH’M_
���� Sukkot V (CH’M)

7:30 P Minyan

7:15 A Chol HaMoed
Minyan

7:15 A Chol HaMoed
Minyan

OCTOBER 2026
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 3116 Cheshvan15 Cheshvan14 Cheshvan

13 Cheshvan12 Cheshvan11 Cheshvan10 Cheshvan9 Cheshvan8 Cheshvan7 Cheshvan

6 Cheshvan5 Cheshvan4 Cheshvan3 Cheshvan2 Cheshvan1 Cheshvan30 Tishrei

29 Tishrei28 Tishrei27 Tishrei26 Tishrei25 Tishrei24 Tishrei23 Tishrei

22 Tishrei21 Tishrei20 Tishrei

20 Cheshvan

9 A Minyan

9 A Minyan
10:30 A Israeli Affairs Program

10 A Sukkah Takedown
1:00 P WN Opening Event

4:30 P Well Circle

9:15 A Simchat Torah 8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

7:00 A Hoshana Rabbah Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan

8:00 A Minyan7:15 A Minyan

7:15 A Minyan

7:15 A Minyan

7:15 A Minyan

7:15 A Minyan

8:00 A Rosh Chodesh Minyan

7:15 A Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

7:30 P Minyan

6:00 Kabbalat Shabbat

6:00 Kabbalat Shabbat

6:00 Kabbalat Shabbat

6:00 Kabbalat Shabbat

9:30 A Preliminary Service

9:30 A Preliminary Service

9:30 A Preliminary Service

9:00 A Preliminary Service

9:45 A Shabbat Service

9:45 A Shabbat Service

9:45 A Shabbat Service

9:15 A Shabbat Service

Parashah: Lech-Lecha

Parashah: Noach

Parashah: Breishit

6:00 P Candlelighting ����

6:10 P Candlelighting ����

6:20 P Candlelighting ����

6:31 P Candlelighting ����

6:59 P ✨ Havdalah

7:09 P ✨ Havdalah

7:19 P ✨ Havdalah

7:30 P Candlelighting ����

Tishrei - Cheshvan 5787

All events subject to change. Please read
B'Kesher for the latest status.

���� Sukkot VI ���� Sukkot VII

7:15 A Chol HaMoed Minyan
5:00 P EFN Sukkot Dinner

8:30 A Breakfast

✡ Shmini Atzeret

✡ Simchat Torah

7:30 P Simchat Maariv & Hakafot

1:00 P Kiddush Luncheon
7:28 P ✨ Havdalah

8:00 P Biblical Hebrew

8:00 P Biblical Hebrew

10:30 A AmiTal Jr. Cong.

11:15 A Auntie A

8:00 A Minyan 8:00 A Minyan7:15 A Minyan

7:30 P Minyan7:30 P Minyan 6:00 Kabbalat Shabbat

9:30 A Preliminary Service
9:45 A Shabbat Service

Parashah: Vayera

6:00 P Candlelighting ���� 6:51 P ✨ Havdalah
11:15 A Auntie A

10:45 A Mini(ons) Minyan

19 Cheshvan18 Cheshvan17 Cheshvan

8:00 P TI Board Meeting

6:00 P Song Circle

9:00 A Preliminary Service

�� Rosh Chodesh �� Rosh Chodesh
8:00 A Rosh Chodesh Minyan

9:00 A Mitzvah Mavericks

10 A Men’s Club Speaker
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Donations
The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following donations to the various funds of Tikvat Israel. The donor lists that follow 
reflect gifts received at the synagogue in June and July. If your donation during this time does not appear in the list, or if there is an 
error in the listing, please contact the synagogue office at 301-762-7338. 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS       
In memory of...      
Barnett Bauman by Wendy Bauman  
Morris Bauman by Wendy Bauman 
Beatrice Chait by Marlene Chait 
Joe Cohen by Mimi and Allan Meltzer 
Norman Cohen by Mimi and Allan Meltzer 

Ella R. Davis by Susan and Alan Apter 
Anna E. Feinmark by Elaine Krichevsky 
Joseph Feinmark by Elaine Krichevsky 
Ina Fineman by Aaron Fineman 
Alan Friedman by Sheila Myers 

Bernice Gateman by Roberta and Larry Cohen 
Gelu Sitrin Greenbaum by Anna Robbins 
Sarah Freidl Greenbaum by Anna Robbins 
Annette Hershenhorn by Linda and Edward 

Silverstein 
William Hirsch by Diane Hirsch and Daniel 

Goldstein

Bernard Kaplan by Mimi and Allan Meltzer 
Sarah Itzhaki Kaplan by Mimi and Allan 

Meltzer 
Julius Katz by Tamah Graber 
Carrie Levy by Roslyn Levy Godfrey 
Milton Levy by Roslyn Levy Godfrey 

Yaakov Lichter by Mimi and Allan Meltzer 
Zev Lidert by Ela Pelish 
Michael Menzer by Mimi and Allan Meltzer 
Ida Newman by Mimi and Allan Meltzer 
Abraham Pelish by Ela Pelish 

Mollie Pelish by Ela Pelish 
Adolf Rosenberg by David Gorman and Janice 

Rosenberg
Anne Rosenberg by David Gorman and Janice 

Rosenberg
Leon Rosenberg by David Gorman and Janice 

Rosenberg
 Helen Rosenblum by Barbara and David Thaler 

Rose Saldinger by Ellen and Richard Lederman 
Marvin Schneider by Marc Schneider and 

Martie Adelman
Sylvia Schottenfeld by Roberta Steiner  
Mordko Smolar by Naomi and Harvey Kaplan 
Rabbi Leivy Smolar by Naomi and Harvey Kaplan 
Richard Volin by Ann Ruth Volin  
Belle Wagman by Myrna Wagman  
Peggy Wilchins by Sue and Howard Wilchins 

BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE      
In memory of Harriet Armoza by Amy and 

Daniel Matathias  
In memory of Philip Chelemer by Carol 

Chelemer   
In memory of Sanford Count by Marilyn and 

Michael Greenwood  
In memory of Lottie Greenwood  by Marilyn 

and Michael Greenwood  
In memory of Lewis Greenwood  by Marilyn 

and Michael Greenwood  

ECC       
In honor of Ana Valdes by  Marsha Pinson   
In memory of Rebecca Walter 
   by Espy Almeida
   by Adelina Guerrero
   by Liliana Maslog
   by Carolyn Zemel Rogers
 

EDUCATION FUND       
In memory of Becki Walter, a beloved colleague 

at the Gan, by Diane Fernheimer   
         

GENERAL FUND       
In appreciation of Roz Kram, for all that  you 

have provided to Tikvat Israel... Thank you, by 
Joyce Fischer   

In appreciation of the weekday minyan by Judith 
R. Miller   

In honor of Steve’s Haftarah reading on Shabbat 
Hazon by Susan and Steven Eisen  

In honor of Judy and Marvin Waldman by 
Mona Ehrlich   

       
In memory of Edward Maiolatesi by Amy and 

Daniel Matathias  
In memory of Phyllis Menduke by Judith and 

Paul Schwartz  

     
Mazel tov to Debbie Tober on the birth of her 

granddaughter, Emanuella Rose, by David 
Gorman and Janice Rosenberg 

Mazel tov to Martie Adelman and Marc 
Schneider, on the occasion of their special 
birthdays,  by Nancy and Jonathan Solomon  

Mazel tov to Howard and Sue Wilchins, on the 
birth of their grandson Jonah Rubinstein, by 
R. Beth Rosenthal   

Refuah shlemah to Karen Cohen by Ellen and 
Mark Diamond  

       
       

KIDDUSH FUND       
In appreciation of Larry, Roz and all the other 

volunteers who make the weekly kiddish a 
memorable experience by Bruce Goldin   

In honor of Cantor Hinda Labovitz: Welcome 
to Tikvat Israel! 

	 by Deborah and Robert Amchin  
	 by Ellen and Mark Diamond  
	 by Amy and Daniel Matathias  
	 by Nancy and Jonathan Solomon  
       
In honor of the new Board of Directors
	 by Susan and Alan Apter  
	 by Nancy and Jonathan Solomon  
       
       

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND      
In appreciation of the recent 613 concert, at 

which we were the guests of Howard and Sue 
Wilchins, by Iris and Julian Tishkoff  

In appreciation of the unveiling ceremony for 
Robert Zelenka by Peggy Zelenka   

In honor of Mark Diamond, on the 64th 
anniversary of his bar mitzvah, by Susan and 
Jay Plafker  

In memory of Sherman Eisner’s brother, Averell 
Eisner, by Ellen and Richard Lederman

Mazel tov to Judy and Victor Yelistratov on their 
wedding by Elaine Weinstein   

         

SHELLY GOLDIN MEMORIAL FUND      
In memory of Shelly Goldin by Tamah Graber   
In appreciation of Cantor Rochelle Helzner, for 

her warmth and guidance in support of Ilana 
Matheson and Max Garfinkel’s wedding, by 
Nancy and Rodney Matheson  

       
       

TORAH FUND       
In honor of Micah Cowan by Jules and Muriel 

Asher  
In memory of Ziona Tuchler by Jules and 

Muriel Asher  
Mazel tov to  the whole Wilchins family, on the 

birth of their 10th grandchild, by Annette and 
Bernard Forseter  

           

TZEDAKAH FUND       
In honor of the birth of Oz Natan Zhukovsky-

Marek by Donna and Bill Zhukovsky  
In memory of Harriet Armoza by Susan and Jay 

Plafker  
In memory of Edward Maiolatesi by Susan and 

Jay Plafker  
In memory of Bertha Polster by Alan Polster   
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May the Memory of Your 
Loved Ones Be a Blessing.

Our story is not about us, it is about
you. Our story is about the families

who trust us, the caregivers who call
us in the middle of the night, and the
Clergy who recommend us to their
congregation. Our philosophy is to

treat your family as if it were our own.

Speak With Our Team Today

Jewish Heritage... Jewish Traditions... Jewish-owned and Operated

Ellen Suls MacDonald • Lee Cohen • Zane Belyea •Gary Henninger• Micah Rappaport

 

 (571) 586-2017
www.northernvirginiajewishfunerals.com
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Sukkot Dinner
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 @ 6 PM

A Moroccan Sukkot Feast
Moroccan Harira Soup: Aromatic lentil & chickpea soup (Vegan)

Garden Salad: Fresh garden greens & crisp vegetables

Stuffed Onions: Tender onions filled with savory beef & fragrant rice

Chicken Tagine: Succulent chicken, with spices & sweet fruit, served with aromatic rice 

Vegetarian Moroccan Options: Savory “meatballs” over fragrant rice & mini stuffed peppers 

Moroccan Carrots: With lemon, garlic, cumin & other herbs

Potatoes:  With sumac & garlic

Fresh Fruit: Seasonal

Meskouta Orange Cake: Orange cake with bright citrus flavor

Moroccan Baklawa: Crisp pastry, with fragrant nuts & sweet honey

Cost:
$43 per Adult

$20 per child ages 4 - 12
no charge for children 3 and under

RSVP BY SEPTEMBER 18
REGISTRATION DETAILS: SEE B’KESHER OR THE WEBSITE


